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M DCC XCIXN, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Author hopes he ſhall not be thought to in- 
trude en the clerical office, by the following 
publication. His view was, to furniſb the chil- 
dren of the Sunday-ſchocl, in the parijo where he 
refides, with @ few plain, practicai ejj6i.s, for them 
to read over in @ winter's evening : but by no 
means to divert their atlenticn from the beiter in- 

ftruttions they receive from the pulpit. And, 
though this work was deſigned principally for one 
pariſh, be flaiters himſelf that, if approved, it 
may be of equal uſe in others. 
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ADMONITION I. 


| 3d Epiſtle of St. Joan, 4th verſe. 


I have no greater joy than to hear that my children 
| waik in truth, 


Y © Truth” is here meant the word of 
| God: and to © walk in truth ſignifies to 
live according to that word; to make the holy 

| ſcripture the rule of our lives and actions. So 
to “walk with God,” is the ſame as to obey God, 
or to keep his commandments : to © walk up- 
| rightly,” is to live honeſtly: to“ walk in 
love,“ is to live in brotherly love one with ano- 

ther, and to do all the good we can by acts of 

love and kindneſs: to walk in Chriſt,” or 

* in the light,” is to follow Chriſt, or to govern 

our lives and conduct by the light of his goſpel; 

to imitate his example, and to obey his laws. 

And ſurely there can be no greater joy to pa- 

rents, and to all who have the care of children, 

| tiran to {ee them (as the text expreſſes it) © walk 

* i4 trulh' to find that the pains heſtowed 

upon them have not been beſtow ed in vain; but 

that they have male a right aſe of the inſtruc- 

tions they have received, by leading virtuous 

| and good lives, This, my dear children, i is the 

end and deſign cf our taking you into this 

| A 3 ſchool; 
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ſchool; to train you up in the way of godlineſs, 
which is the way of happineſs; truſt ing in the 
bleſſing of God on our endeavours, that you 
may walk therein all the days of your life, and 
that as you grow in age you may © grow in 
* grace. — Our firſt cHgect was, ta prevent your 
doing evil; our next is, to teach you to do well. 
Ignorance and idleneis are the never- falling 
ſources of wick eG mes and nüſcry. Ignotance 
of religion, and ©! our duty, i is tlic worſt fort of 
ignorance: and iuiencis on tlie Lord's day is the 
worſt ſort of idlencſs. The deſign of letting 
up theſe ſchools was to prevent or remove thoſe 
dreadful evi ils, by inſtructing you in religious 
knowledge, and by Kec; ng u well eroployed 
on the day ſet apart for re, -/10U$ Exerciſes, We 
faw, witn great concern, a number of children in 
this pariſh, lot cring about on Sundays, inſtead 
of ging to church, and doing ti ir duty; — 
ſe me playing otſiers talk ing 1. ly, cr worie than 
idly. We now fee them decent and ordeily : 
reading their bibles, and other good books; and 
attending at church regular:y twice a day. 
Thoſe who ence knew nothing ot Gd and their 
duty, new know both, by being inttructed in 
the holy ſcriptures, which alone will © niake 
them wiſe unto ſalvation.“ What an hippy 
chance! No pleaſing mult it be to yuur pa- 
ren.s! end how peculierly fo to us your inſtruc- 
tors, t. fre you thus walk in the knowledge and 
practice ot relizgicus truth. But remember that 
this is only the beginnirg of 2 good work. Yuu 
aic nov. but uſt ſetting out in the way hercin 
you . oulꝭ go. It is a good tiang do tegin well: 
but 
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but the great matter is, to go on ſo : to continue 
improving in knowledge and goodneſs; to be 
diligent and conſtant in the performance of 
your ſev-ral duties; - not only to ſpend the 
Seble!th day well, but to ſpend every day well;— 
to pray to God every day of your lives for his 
help and protection, ami to thank him moit 
hnmbly and heartily for his bleſſings already 
vouchiafed to you ;—to be always well em- 
ployed ; — to make yourſelves as uſeful as you 
can to your parents, and all your other relations 
and lriends; and to ſhew your g gratitude to us, 
by mel ing a good uſe of the ber. fits you have 
received from us in this place of religious in- 

truction. This is the return we expeRt and 
deſirt, fas the tine, nd II Oi H Aide labour, ye 
have beſtowed upon you; and great will be our 
joy and comfort if we receive it. Weare pleaſed 
indecd with thinking that we have done our 
duty, by Putting you in the way of doing ycur g. 
but ir wil Le a (ud d inppuintment and grief to 
us, it YOU {31 n your part, and we find that we 
have bren izvouring .in vain. Our aim is to 
make you happy: your endeavour mult be to 
make you ſelves ſo; as you certainly may, it you 
will. Conſider often anc! ſeriouſly the great ad- 
vantages yuu enjoy, and remember what our 
b ciic i Saviour deciarcs, that “to whom mucr 
is given, of them ſhail much be required.” The 
more has been done for you, the more you muſt 
do for youricives: the more good feed has been 
ſown io your hearts, the more good truit you muit 
bring lorth in your lives and converſations. And 
A. 4 gicat 
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great will be your reward, both in this life and 
the next, for ſo doing: in this world, you will 
have peace of mind and a good conſcience, the 
beſt ot all earthly bleſſings; and in the world to 
come, joy and happineſs for ever and ever.— 
To help you forward in the way of falvation 
(beſides our conſtant prayers to God, and the 


regular inſtructions in the ſchool), I have drawn - 


vp ſome ſhort and caſy leſions, in the form of 
Admoninons, for your reading at home; and that 
they may anſwer the good *end propoſed by 
them, I muſt beg you to look them over very 
carefully, and think cf them often. And above 
all, I charge you to pray earneitly to Almighty 
God, that he will give you underſtanding to 
know, and grace to *pertorm, your duty ; that 
he will keep you ſledfaſt and unmoveable in the 
truth of the goipel; that ſo both you and we 
may REJOICE EVERMCRE IN THE LORD. 


ADMONITION IL f 
PROVERBS iii. 17. 


Her ways are ways of pleoſentneſs. 


Wosz ways: ? you will naturally aſk: 
for you mult certainly deſire to find 
them out: and when you have found them, 
to walk in thole ways all the days cf your life, 
Conſult your bible, and there you will find the 
true anſwer — Solomon will ſhew you this molt 
« excellent way.” 
In the 13th verſe of the chapter from which 
my text is taken, you will read theſe words : 
cc Happy 
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« Happy is the man that findeth wisdou, and 
the man that getteth UNDERSTANDING.” Now 
if you want to know what is meant by wiſdom 
and underſtanding, look again into your bible, 
Job xxviu. 28. and there you will find, that 
ce the fear of the Lord, that is wiſlom; and to 
depart fm evil, is underſtanding : :” ſo that 
wiſdom, 1n ſcripture langu age, ſignifies religion, 
or godlineſs. And of „his it is ; that Solomon 
ſpeaks, when he ſays, © Her ways are ways of 
pleaſantneſs - and, “ all the things thou canfl 
deſire are not to be compared unto her.“ St. 
Paul in like manner aſſures us, that“ godli- 
neſs is profitable unto al things: that is, it 
has every real advantage attending 1 it; © having 
the promile of the life that Now 16, as well as 
« of that which ig to come.” Now one of the 
good things of tals life is pleaſure: it is what 
we all defire and ſeek after; but what many 
mils of, becauſe they look for it where it is not 
to be found. It is indeed to be found only in 
the way of godlineſe, or in a life of religion and 
virtue. This the ſcripturt declares in the plaineſt 
manner, and this I hope to convince you of in 
the following diſcourſe. I will ſhew you, firſt, 
that religion gives us the greateit of all plea- 
furcs, which nothing elſe can give; and, ſe- 
condly, that it heightens every other pleaſure : 
ſo that its ways may moſt properly and truly 
be called the ways OF PLEASANTNESS, 

There is an old ſaying, and a very true one, 
that “a good conſcience is a continual feaſt.” 
The meaning of it is, that a ſenſe or eonſciouſ- 
neſs of doing our duty, or of leading a good and 
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religious life, gives conſtant pleaſure to the 
mind, w hich is the greateſt of all featts. Food 
to the body is pleaſant; but that 1s a ſhort plea- 
ſure, and to be had only for a few minutes in 
the day. But food to the mind is laſting: a 

good conſcience is a continual plc aſure; that 
never ceaſes, and never cloys The mind is 


always at work, and giving us either pl:aſure or 


pain, according as we do well or ill. Conſcience 
is a voics within us, that will be heard, whether 
we will or no. It will accuſe us, and give us 
bitter pain and uneaſineſs, when we neglect or 
tranſgreſs our duty; and it will commend us, 
and give us great pleaſure ard comfort, when 
we do right. We may fly from other people; 
but we annot fy from ourlelves; we cannot 
fly from our own hearts; nor from God, who is 
every where preſent, who fearcheth our hearts, 
who knoweth all our moſt ſecret thoughts and 
deſigns, as well as our outward actions. It is 
he that pours joy and comfort into the heart 
at is pure and holy, and bitter ſorrow and 
anguiſh into that which is impure and ſinful: 
« For if our heart condemn us, God is greater 
than our heart, and «noweth all things. Be- 
loved, if our heart condemn us not, then have 
we confidence towards God.” Take notice of 
theſe words,—< then have we confidence to- 
wards God:“ that is, if our hearts aſſure us that 
we do our duty, and live as we ought to do, 
then we may be :flured of God's love and fa- 
vour —we may draw near to him in prayet with 
humble confidence; —we may be ceitain of 
* rewarded by him both in this world and 
the 
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the next. And, let me aſk you, Is not this 
pleaſire ? is it not the greateſt of all pleaſures, 
to fee: our minds caſy and happy, and to know 
that we are in favour with God, who is the 
author and giver cf all goodneſs! And it is a 
pleaſure we may all have, if we will ; high 
and low, rich and poor, all are «like capable of 
being good, and conſequently of being happy. 
— Next to the pleafure of a gucd conſcience, 
and being in favour with G, is that of being 
in favour with worthy and good men: and this 


. Pleaſure you are ſure to have by the ſame means; 


that is, by leading a religious and virtuous 
life. — Another picaſure that I think you muſt 
feel is, that of making a proper return to us, 
who have taken pains to bring you into theſe 
good ways. You mult ſurely be pleated by 
giving us ficaſure ; which you may all do by 
behaving as yu ͤought, and continuing ſteady 
in the perforinance of your duty. We can have 
no greater joy than to ſ:e and hear of our chil- 
dren “ walking in truth.“ 

I might mention other pleaſures in life, of a 
leſſer ſort ani value; ail which (ſuch, I mean, 
as are innocent) religion allows and approves 
of; and which without religion are indeed of 
no value, and can give us no true comfort and 
ſatisfaction. A diſtempered mind, like a diſ- 
tempered body, makes us incapable of every 
enjoyment. What pleaſure can the beſt food 
give to a lick ſtomach? What joy can a per- 
ſon in pain receive from the moſt agreeaole di- 
verſion? Much leſs can an unealy mind (as 
every bad perſon's 10 feel any pleaſure or com- 
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fort from any, or all, of what are called the 
pleaſures of life. Bur a good conſcience gives 
a reliſh to every gcod thing beſides :—it en- 
livens every amuſement ; it cauſes a cheerful 
countenance as well as a merry heart. 

I ſhall only make one obſervation at preſent 
upon what has been diſcourſed to you, which 
I wiſh to impreſs deeply on your minds. How 
good and kind is God, to make our duty and 
| pleaſure thus go hand in hand! fo that by fol- 
lowinz the one we are ſurevto obtain the cther. 
To make the ſame road the * way of pleaſant- 
neſs” in this life, and the way that leads to 
thoſe © pleaſures which are at his right hand 
for evermore“ in the life to come. 
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ADMONITION III. 
PRov. iii. 17. 


Her ways are ways of fegſantugſg. 

* HAT ſtrange and falſe tions do ſome 

people entertain of religion !—as if it 
was a Gul 2 melancholy thing; an enemy to 
all pleaſure and cheerfulneſs: whereas it is in 
truth the great friend and promoter of both. 
Its “ ways are ways of pleatantneſe, ſays So- 
lomon: and the Pfalmiſt tells us, that © the 
voice of joy and gladneſo is in the dv. retlings of 
the righteous“ — that“ the ftatutes of the Pot 
rejoice the heart“ that God's © law is his de- 
light.“ So again in the New Teſtament:— 
« Flis commandrnents are not grie vous! 
« The fruit of the Spirit is joy. Rejoice in 
6 | the 
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the Lord always,” fays St. Paul; © and again T 
fay, Rejoice” '—And in another place, Re- 


Joice evermore.“ 


In my laſt diſcourſe I ſhewed you the plea- 
ſures of religion in general. We will now con- 
ſider the ſeveral branches of it in particular; 
as it is divided into our duty towards God, our 
neighbour, and ourſelves ; and we ſhall find, 
that i its ways are, in every one of theſe, © ways 
of pleaſantneſs;“ and that a good life is, in 
every reſpect, a joyful and an happy one. 

To begin with our duty towards God. — 
Now if we truly and ſincerely bel.eve in God; 
if we think of him as we ought; if we look up to 
him as our Maker, Preierver, and Redeemer ; 
as the Autor and Giver of all good things; as 
our hcaventiy Father, in whom © we live, move, 
and- have our being;” as © the Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chrilt, the Father of mercies, 
and the God of all comfort:”” what pleaſure, 
what joy, mult we feel in fuch thoughts and re- 
fictions !—Again: if we love hin with all our 
hearts, and put our whole truſt in him; if we 
expreſs our love, and truſt, and tliankfulneſs to 
him, in prayer and praiſe; if we worſhip im, 
and give him thanks, both in private and pub- 
lic: what delight and comfort muſt we receive 
from thus diſcharging our duty towards him! 
How pleaſantly, as well as profitably, is our 
time thus employed! On the Lord's day more 
particularly, what an honour and pleaſure is it 
to enter his courts, and join our prayers and 
thankſigivings in the congregation of the faich- 
ful! “ I was glad,” ſays David, © when 2 
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ſaid unto me, Let us go into the houſe of the 
Lord:“ — And ſurely every fincere Chriftian 
muſt ſay and think che fame; and © call the 
Sabbath a delight,” — a day of true pleaſure, 
as well as of religious exerciſe and improve- 
ment. — The laſt, bur moſt material, part of 
our duty towards God is, © to ſerve him truly 
all the days of our life.” And what a pleaſure 
muſt it be to ferve ſo good and gracious a 
Maſter! to think that he will kindly accept 
our poor and imperfect ſervices; and to be aſ- 
fured, hat he will reward them with peace of 
mind in this world, and wich joy and happineſs 

unſpeakable in that wkich is to come. 
Next to the love of God comes the love of 
our neighbour; which includes our whole duty 
towards him: for ſo we are told by St. Paul, 
that © he that loveth another hath fulfilled the 
hs ;” and that © it is briefly comprehended in 
thi: ſaying, T hou ſhait love thy neighbour as thy- 
ſelf.” The meaning is, that love, if hearty and 
fincere, will ſhew itſelf in our lives and actions, 
and put us upon doing every kind and good 
office in our power; upon diſcharging all the 
relative and ſocial duties of life. It will make 
us good parents and children, good ne. ghbours, 
and good friends. It will keep us continually 
well employed, and endeavouring to make one 
another happy. And is not this, think you, 
the way ct pleaſantneſs? a way that you would 
all wiſh to walk in? And let me tell you, for 
our com fort, that it is a way open to every 
body : — old and yuune, rich and poor, all may 
do their duty, all may be uſeful in life, all may 
do 
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do ſome good; and therefore all may be happy. 
Oer pleaſures are ſhort and uncertain ; hard 
to come at, an l often attended with pain and 
difappoin:ment; but the pleaſure of doing good 
is ſure and laſting; eaſy to be procured, and will 
never diſappoint us. To inſtruct the ignorant, 
to aſſiſt the helplelis, to comfort the afflicted, to 

encourage one another to love and to 
works; theſe are duties we may all perf rin, 

theſe are pleaſures we may all partake of. 
Laſtly, the duties that more immediately re- 
ſpect ourſelves; ſuch as, ſoberneſs, temperance, 
and chaſtity; diligence and induſtry. Theſe are 
all productive of pleaſure and comfort. To be 
ſober, temperate, and chaſte, is the only way to 
be healthy; and health gives pleaſure. To be 
active and induſtrious, while it m. kes the body 
ſtrong and vigorous, makes the ind cheerful 
and pleaſant. The food we ear has a )-lle re- 
Iiſh, if earned by our wn labour, anc! © the ſleep 
of the ilibouring man is tweet.” Even our play 
and diverſions require induſtry in working to 
make us enjoy them; I mean when they are 
uſed as a relief from toil and buſine:s, and not 
made our chief buiinct> and employment. In 
ſhort, there is nv way of paſſing our lives com- 
fortably, of enjoying health of body and peace 
of mind, but by“ doing our duty in that ſtare 
-of life to which it has pleaſed God to call us,” 
You, my good children, have a great advantage 
in being thus early brougit into the ways of re- 
ligion and virtue; in being ſo ſoon taught your 
duty, and fo frequently and earneſtly exhorted to 
practiſe it. You are but juſt entering into life: 
e you 
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5 
you have much time before you: make the moſt 
of it: and if you continue, as you have begun, 
in the right way, happy will it be for you both 
in this world and the next. The farther you 
advance in the knowledge and practice of your 
duty, the more pleaſant and delightful you will 
find it. Remember you have a good and gra- 
cious God, whoſe laws are not grievous z and 
a merciful Savicur, whole © yoke i is eaſy,” and 
whoſe “ burden is light:“ who will ſafely 
guide all his fairhivl ſervants through this life ; 
and will at lat bring them to manſions of eter- 
nal joy and happineſs in the life to come. 
God grant we may all thus hve and die in the 


Lord! 
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AD MONITION Iv. 


E cCLEs. xii. 1. 


Remember now thy Creater in the days of thy 
youth, while the evil days come not, nor the 
years draw nigb, when thou ſhalt ſay, I have 
no pleaſure in them. 
o © remember our Creator,” ſignifies, to 
think of him; to meditate on his glori- 
ous nature and perfections; to conſider him as 
always * with us, and as the conſtant wit- 
neſs of all our thoughts, words, and actions. 
Thus Moſes ſays, in his exhortation to the 
Iſraelites, Deut. viii. 18, © Thou ſhait remem- 
zer the Lord thy God.“ And the pious Pſalmiſt, 
to the ſame purpole, declares, © I have ſet the 
Lord always before me,” And again: © I will 
remember 
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. 
remember the works of the Lord.“ And in ano- 
ther pſalm: *I have remembered thy name, O 
Lord; and Have KEPT rav Law.“ Which 
laſt expreſſion leads me to obſerve, that to re- 
member God, in the text and elſewhere, ſigni- 
fies, not b: rely to think of him, but to remem- 
ber him practically; that is, fo to think of him as 
to ſerv; and obey him: For * the mercy of the 
Lord” (as David ſays in the ciiid Pſalm) © is 
upon them that fear him; to ſuch as keep his 
covenant, and to thoſe that REMEMBER HIS COM= 
MANDMENTS TO DO THEM.' | 

But to proceed with my text. You are told 
to remember God Now ; for the preſent is the 
only time you are ſure of: © Now is the ac- 
cepted time, Now is the day of ſalvation.” You 
are therefore to remember him © ow, in the 
days of your youth :” for zow you are moſt able 
to do it; nom, in the time of your health and 
vigour, will your ſervices be molt acceptable to 
God; now will they be the ſureſt evidence of 
your love and reverence towards him, and of 
your ſincere and hearty deſire to pleaſe him; 
not, too, they will be moſt uſeful and profita- 
ble to yourſelves. By an early picty and obe- 
dience, you will make the diſcharge of your 
duty eaſy and familiar to you, and lay a ſure 
foundation of future comfort and happineis. By 
ſetting out at firſt © in the way wherein youu 
ſhould go, you will be better able, and dit- 
poſed, by God's grace, to continue in it all the 
days of your life; and as you advance in years, 
to increaſe in virtue and godlincſs. You will 
find the Ways of wiſdom, or religion, to be 
cc Ways 
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« ways of pleaſantneſs,“ as well as of peace. 
By a grateful remembrance of the Author and 


Giver of all good things, you will have a double 


enjoyment of the bleſſings of life: and by a firm 
truſt in his mercy and goodneſs, you will bear 


the evils of it with patience and reſignation ; 


* knowing that all things work together for 
good to them that love and obey him. Theſe 
are the great advantages of remembering and 
ferving God in your youth; © while the evil 
days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when 
thou ſhalr ſay, I have no pleaſure in tnem: 

that is, before the approach of old age; an is 
in itſelf evil and burdenſome, but becomes far 
more grievous and terrible when loaded with 
the remembrance of paſt ſins, and embitteied 
wich the di eadiul proſpect of death and judg- 
ment to come — when many pains and infir- 
mities will naturally attend us, and when there 
can be no pleaſure or comfort but in a god 
conſcience and the recollection of a well ht 
life. They who have been forgetful of GO, 


and negligent ct their duty, in their younger 


days (ſup! oling they ſnould hve to be old, and 
have a due ſenie of their u ickednc ſo), vil at 
beſt paſs the decline of lite in continual ſhane 
and forrow. But ſhuulid they be cut off in the 
midſt of their evil rouries, or 1:ve_till they are 
hardened in fin, think only how dreadtul muſt 


be the coniequence. In the grave there is no 


room for repentance or amendment: they that 
die in their fins will infallibly rie to cordem na- 


tion and eternal miſery. And as to a death-bed 


repentance, beſides the extreme fully and pre- 
1unpton 
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ſumption of truſting to what may never happen, 
I fee no good grounds in ſcripture for ſuppoſing 
it will be accepted, ſo as to be available to ſal- 
vation. The gracious promiſes of the goſpel are 
made to thoſe that lead good and holy lives, not 
to dying penitents. It is © by patient conti- 
nuance in well doing” (that is, by a conſtant 
and perſevering courſe of good actions and good 
living), that we are taught to ſeek for, and al- 
{ured that we ſhall obtain, “eternal life.“ Now 
the ſooner we enter on ſuch a courle, the eaſier 
we ſhall find it, and the greater progreſs we ſhall 
make in it. On our firſt ſetting out in life, 
much, if not every thing, depends. Habits early 
contracted, whether good or bad, generally ac- 
company us through life. Beſides, we are told, 
that God will © reward every man according to 
his deeds.” I he ſooner therefore we begin to 
work in his ſervice, the greater will be our re- 
ward in heaven. Let us then loſe no time; 
when, if well em, loyed, it will turn to ſo good 
account. You, my good children, have been 
early trained up in the knowledge of God and 
of yur ducy. Be it your cre and ſtudy to 
make the belt uſe of theſe great privileges and 
benefits. Let the rememò ance: of your Crea- 
tur be ever in your minds; let the fear and love 
of him be deep'y imprciled in your hearts ; and 
let ic be your carnett and conſtant endeavour to 
ſerve and pleaſe hum all the days of your life. 
« Worthip the Lord with holy worihip,”'—pray 
to him daily for his grace and protection; praiſe 
him daily for his goodneſs and mercies. Re- 
member that God is gracious, and will not for- 

get 
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get your works done in obedience to his com- 
mands. © Be ye,” therefore, © ſtedfaſt, un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord ; foraſmuch as ye know that your labour 
is not in vain in the Lord.“ 


— —— 


ADMONITION V. 
I THESS. v. 17. 
Pray without ceaſing. 

Wi have many exhortations to this purpoſe 

in St. Paul's epiſtles —to © continue in 
prayer“ to © continue inſtant in pray er 
praying always with all prayer and ſupplication 
in the ſpirit in every thing by prayer and 
ſupplication, with thankſeiving, to let our re- 
queſts be made known unto God: - and our 


bleſſed Saviour, we are told, © ſpake a parable” 
unto his diſciples, “ to this end, that men ought 


always to pray, and not to faint.” But we are 


not to ſuppoſe, by any cf theſe expreſſions, that 
either Chriſt, or his apoſtle, meant that we ſhould 
be altways actually employed in prayer; nor 
even that the greate/? part of our time ſhould be 


devoted to it. For this would be inconfiftcnt 


with the common buſineſs and duties of life; 
which our holy religion requires us to attend to 
carefully, and to diſcharge with diligence and 
induſtry. What is the true meaning and intent 
of theſe, and the like, precepts, and particularly 
of that in the text, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew you 
in the ſollowing diſcourſe. 
Now to “ pray without ceaſing,” Iapprehend, 
implies 


ä 

implies theſe three things. Firſt, that we ſhould 
be regular and conſtant in our times and ſeaſons 
of praying: ſecondly, that we ſhould be earneſt, 
and in ſome degree imporrunate, in it: and, 
laſtly, that we ſhould be always in a fit habit 
and diſpoſition for it. Order and regularity are 
| neceſſary upon al: occaſions. No buſineſs can 
bedone well, noduty can be properly performed, 
without them. And ſo it is in regard to prayer. 
If we have not ſtated and regular t times for pray- 
ing, we ſhall neglect, or forget it; and at laſt 
prongs: entirely lay it aſide. © Evening, and 
morning, and at noon, will I pray,” ſays the 
pious ofalmiſt, And of Daniel, it is recorded, 
that he prayed conſtantly <© three times a day.” 
Twice a day, my good children, you _ 
never fail offering up your prayers to God: | 
the morning, to thank him for preſerving So 
through the night paſt, and to beg his bleſſing 
for the enſuing day ; and in the evening to bleſs 
him for the mercies of the day, and to implore 
his protection for the following night. But on 
every Sunday, or Lord's day, a much larger por- 
tion of your time ſhould be employed in prayer 
and devorion. The Almighty has graciouſly 
allowed vou fix days out of ſeven to work, and 
provide for the good things of this life. The 
ſeventh day he has conſecrated for his worſhip 
and ſervice. Remember that it is your bounden 
duty, as well as your intereſt, to ſer it apart for 
that purpoſe. Never fail, I charge you, to go 
to church twice a day: and always bear in mind 

the end of your going thicher; namely, to wor- 
ſhip God, and to be inſtructed in your duty. 


You 


=O 
You ſhould alſo ſpend ſome. part of the day in 
reading good books at home, and thinking of 
what you have heard at church. A Sunday 
well employed will moſt likely enfure you an 
happy week. — Another particular imphed in 
the text is, that we ſhould be earneſt, and in ſorne 
ſort importunate, in our prayers. Not that you 
ſhould aim at any high flights or raptures of de- 


votion (which is too often the cate with hypo- 


crites, and bad people) but the meaning 1s, that 
you ſhould keep your minds intent on what you 
are about; that you ſhouid pray with your hearts, 
as well as with your lips. And if you are thus 
attentive and fincere, you will naturally feel 
ſome degree of warmth and earneſtneſs in your 
addreſſes to the throne of grace. At leaſt, you 
will not © faint,' as our Saviour expreſles it; 
that is, you will not be cold and indifferent in 
your prayers. But, on the other hand, I muſt 
caution you againſt one fault, which 1s very 
comn'on among children, and among ſome 
grown people; and that is, againſt ſpeaking with 
too loud a voice when you ſay your prayers. 
For this anfwers no good purp- ic. It rather 
hinciers, than promotes, your own devotion; and 
it diſturbs that of others, Obſerve, | beg of you, 
the excellent direction given youu in your com- 
mon prayer book, to accompany the miniſter 
with *an bumble,” or low * voice,” in ſuch parts 
of the ſervice as you are to repeat after him: 
and the fame rule. I would advite you to follow 
when you pray in private. 
Laſtly; tho” we are not required to be always 
praying, yet we are required to be always in a 
4 | fit 
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fit habit and diſpoſttion for it. By which I mean, 
that we ſhould endeavour to preſerve a devout 
frame and temper of mind, and to live under a 
continual ſenſe of God's infinite power and 
goodneſs, and of our intire dependence on him, 
and obligations to him. Without ſuch a diſpo- 
ſition, our prayers are mere empty words; a 
mockery of God, inſtead of an acceptable ſer- 
vice to him. Above all, we muſt be careful to 
lead an holy and virtuous life, remembering 
what the wiſe man tells us, that “ the ſacrifice 
of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord: 
but the prayer of the uprigbt is his delight.“ 
And to tae fame purpole we read in the New 
Teſtament, that © God hearech not ſinners : 
but if any man be a worſhipper of God, and 
doth his will, H1M HE HEARETH,” 


ADMONITION VI. 


CorLoss. iii. 15. - latter part. 
And be ye tbantſul. 


HRE is no ſurer ſign of a good and well- 
diſpeſed heart than thankfulneſs, or gra- 
titude. On the other hand, nothing ſhews a baſe 
and depraved one more than the want of thank- 
fu neſs, or ingratitude. It was a common ſaying 
among the Romans, and a very true one, © Call 
a ma. u::graictul, and you call him every thing 
that is bad.“ And one of the wiſeſt writers 
among them obſerves, that © there is no bad 
quality but what dwells in the breaſt of the un- 
gratetul.” In ſcripture we find ingratitude 
e 
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make a part of the very worſt of characters. 
Thus St. Paul, ſpeaking of the ancient heathen 
world, ſays, that © when they knew God, they 
glorified him not as God, neither were thankful. - 
And in another epiſtle, foretelling the exceeding 
great wickedneſs of * the lait days,” among 
other inſtances of it, he ſays, that men ſhall be 
gnthankful.” 

As Almighty God is the author and giver 
of all good things, of all that we enjoy here, or 
hope for hereafter ; ſo he is, or ought to be, the 
firſt object of our gratitude. © Unro THEE, O 
Gop, do we give thanks: yea, unto Tazt do 
we give thanks.” To him it is, that we are 
commanded in the text to © be thankful:” and 
to him we are directed, throvghout the bible, 
to offer up our tribute of praiſe and thankſgiv- 
ing. © Be ye thankful,” is the voice of nature, 
and the voice of God. The book of Pſalms is 
one continued le ſſon, as well as example, of this 
duty. The pious effuſions of a grateful heart 
ſhine there in the moſt ſublime and animated 
language. From thence we may learn that 
thankſgiving is a molt material and eſſential 
part of devotion ; and that, in all our addreſſes 
to the throne of grace, we ſhould add praiſe to 
prayer. So we read of Daniel, a bright pattern 
of piety and holineſs, that “he kneeled upon his 
knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave 
thanks before his God, as he did aforetime;“ 
that is, as it had been his conſtant practice. So 
again, we read 1n the Acts of the Apoſtles, that 
the fiſt Chriſtians not only © continued ſted- 
faſtly in the apoſtles' doctrine, and in prayers ;' 
but 
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but that they were © daily with one accord in 
the temple, and breaking bread from houſe to 
houſe, praiſing God.” If we look into the epiſ- 
tles of St. Paul, we ſhall find him, like David, 
full of gratitude and thankſgiving; and con- 
tinually exhorting others to follow his example. 
Thus he charges the Epheſians to be“ giving 
thanks always for all things unto God and the 
Father, in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 
And to the Theſſalonians he ſays, © In every 
thing give thanks; for this is the will of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus concerning you.” And agein to 
the Hebrews, By him therefore let us offer the 
ſacrifice of praiſe to God continually.” For the 
due performance of this duty, I can give no in- 
ſtructions ſo good as what you may meet with 
in your common-prayer book. Look into that 
admirable form, called © the general thankſ- 
giving,” and there you will find for what, and 
in what manner, you are to thank “ the father 
of all mercies.” You are to thank him, moſt 
humbly and heartily, for all his goodneſs and 
loving kindneſs, both to you and to all men; 
for your © creation, preſervation, and all the 
bleſſings of this life,” all which proceed from 
his bounty and goodneſs. But “ above all” you 
are to thank him for his amazing and * ineſ- 
timable love in the redemption of the world by 
our Lord J eſus Chriſt,” the foundation of our 
pardon and falvation; © for the means of 
grace” here, and © for the kope of glory 
hereafter, procured us by his merits and medi- 
ation. And, ſince we can difcharge no part of 
our duty, nor conſequently pay our debt of 

| gratitude 


( 26 ) 


gratitude to God, as we ought, without the 
aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit ; you muſt therefore 
beſeech him to give you © ſuch a due ſenſe of 
all his mercies, that your hearts may be un- 
feignedly thankful; and that you may ſhew 
forth his praiſe, not only with your lips, but in 
your lives.” Hence you are to learn, that 
without a ſincere and thankful heart, and a good 
and holy life, all our praiſes and thankſgivings 
are of no value in the ſight of God; they are 
mere empty words; nay worſe, they are vile 
hypocriſy. And becauſe it is only a ſteady, 
conſtant, uniform, and laſting obedience, that 
can ſhew the ſincerity of our thankfulneſs, or 
make our praiſes acceptable unto God; you 
muſt pray that, by the help of his grace, you 
may © give up yourſelves” intirely © to his ſer- 
vice, and walk before him in holineſs and righte- 
ouſneſs all your days.” If therefore you would 
fulfil the precept in the text, let a grateful ſenſe 
of God's love and kindneſs dwell in your hearts 
continually. Let your lips ſpeak the language 
of your hearts. And, above all, let your lives 
be anſwerable to both. Let them be one con- 
tinued ſacrifice of praiſe and thankſgiving to 
him, in whom you © live, move, and have your 
being.“ 

You muſt alſo remember to be thankful to 
man, as well as to God; firſt to your parents, 
whoſe love and care of you, you ſhould endea- 
vour to repay, as well as you can, by every act 
of dutiful attention; helping and ſupporting 
thoſe in their old age, who have nurſed and 
taken care of you in your infancy and youth. 
2 You 
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Lou ſhould be thank ful likewiſe to your friends 


and benefactors; particularly to thoſe who have 
watched over you in your tender years, and 
inſtructed you in the moſt uſeful of all know- 
ledge, that of the holy ſcriptures; © which alone 
can make you wiſe unto ſalvation, thro! faith in 
Chriſt Jeſus All the return we defire is, that 
you will make a good uſe of our inſtructions. 
We have trained you up © in the way wherein 
you ſhould go.” Be it your care, by the grace 
of God, © never to depart from it.” 


— — . & — 


ADMONITION VII. 

Lokk xi. 2. 
When ye pray, ſay, Our Father, which art in 
Heaven. | 


MV deſign from theſe words, is not to ex- 


plain to you the Lord's prayer; that is ſo 
well done already in the catechiſm, and the book 
of ſections, that I think it needleſs to add any 
thing upon the ſubject. But what I mean is, to 
ſhew you what it is to pray, and how to pray as 
you ought: and this with a particular view to the 
Lord's prayer, as being the beſt of all pravers, 
and what we are taught conſtantly to uſe, when- 
ever we addreſs God, either in private or pub- 
lic. You may think perhaps that to pray, and 
to /ay your SOS, is one and the ſame thing; 
and that if you ſay them every morning and 
evening at home, and on Sundays « hen y ug 
to church, you have done all that is required of 
you. But this, my dear children, is a great miſ- 
take; for to proy, is an act of the mind or hear, 
*Y and 
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times and on all occaſions. But how ſhould | 


( 28 ) 
and may be done without opening our lips. On 
the other hand, barely to. /ay one's prayers, is 
the work of the mouth; and if it does not come 
from the heart, is of no ſort of uſe whatever, | 
nor can it properly be called praying. Inſtead 
of doing our duty to God in this reſpect, it is 
an affront and inſult offered him, if we pray 
with our lips, and not with our hearts. Le 
ſhould indeed both go together; and when we liſt 
up our minds to heaven, it is natural, and it is 
right, that we ſhould expreſs our thoughts and 
deſires in ſuitable words. For fo our Saviour 
directs us - © WHEN YE PRAY, SAY, * and then ; 
follows that excellent form of words, which he 
has graciouſly taught us, wherein to offer up 
our devotions properly and acceptably, at all 


this prayer be faid? Surely with more than ordi- 
nary care and deliberation. Whereas the way { 
in which it is commonly repeated, is, I am ſorrx 
to obſerve, more haſty, and careleſs, and ſlo- 4 
venly, than that of ſaying any other prayer what= / 
ever; without ſo much as the appearance of de- 
votion, or even of attention. It is more like the | 
chattering of parrots, than like a religious act oß 
a rational creature. I do not ſpeak of you chil- 

dren in particular; but of the too general way _ 

of ſaying the Lord's prayer by people of every j 


age, both in church and out. Ir 1s hurried over 
ſhamefully, as if it were a thing of courſe, a 
matter of mere form, not worth attending to. | 
And J am ſure it never can be attended to in that | 
manner of ſaying it. It certainly is not pray- 0 
ing: it is rather a falſe ſhow, or an abuſe of prayer, 
a moving of the lips, without any motion _ the 

cart. 
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heart. It is no better than a mockery of God, 
to whom the prayer is addreſſed; and an inſult 
on our Saviour, who taught us the uſe of it. 
And can you expect to be heard, or that your 
petitions will be granted, when offered up in ſo 
negligent and thoughtleſs a way? „Be not de- 
ceived: Ged is not to be mocked.” He has a 
right to ur utmoſt reverence and reſpect: to 
the ſ-rvice of our hearts and ſouls; to our warm- 
eſt love and adoration. He will not be put off 
with /ip-/zrvice, or with vain pretences of pray- 
ing. Let me only aſk you one queſtion, Sup- 
poſing you had a favour to beg of any of vs; 
would you ſpeak to us in that haſty, careleſs 
way, in which you ſay the Lord's prayer? Would 
not you rather ſpeak lowly, handſomely, and 
reſpectfully ? You ought ſo to do, and you cer- 
tainly would do ſo, if you expected to have your 

requeſts granted. And would you treat God 
A— with leſs reſpect than you do one of 
your fellow creatures? Conſider, I intreat you, 
when you ſay the Lord's prayer, or any other, 


V o it 1s you are ſpeaking to. It is to your great 
Creator, the Lord of heaven and earth, in whom 


you “live, move, and have your being: on 
whom you intirely depend for life, and ſupport, 
and every thing; — to the God who, © heareth 
prayer: who hears, and regards the ſincere and 
devout petitions of his faithful ſervants; but no 
other. Conſider alſo the ſulject of your prayers. 
It is to pray to him for all you want; to thank 


him for all you have; to beg his bleſſing on you 


both in this life, amd in that which 1s to come. 
For His “is the kingdom, and the power, and 
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the glory, for ever and ever.” And if you thus 
ſeriouſly conſider, 2who you are praying to, and 
what you are praying for, you cannot ſurely be 
at a loſs, hot to pray. You muſt ſee the pro- 
priety, and abſolute neceſſity, of praying with 
cloſe attention and humble reverence and devo- 
tion; and of ſaying your prayers ſlowly, clearly, 
and deliberately. Never mind what others do; 
never follow bad examples. They will be no 


excuſe to you. By your own act, by your own - 


praying, you will ſtand, or fall, in the ſight of 
| God. It is not the length of a prayer, but the 


devotion and ſincerity of heart, with which it is 


put up, that he regards. Better ſay five words 
with your underſtanding and attention, than ten 
thouſand without. Even a filent prayer from 
the heart is better than the longeſt or fineſt com- 
poſition, that proceeds only from the mouth. 
The Lord's prayer itſelf is in fact no prayer to 
him wh» uſes it improperly or indecently. 

To conclude. What St. John ſays of the 
great duty of Jove, is equally applicable to that 
of prayer. © My little children, let us not pray 
in word, neither in tongue, only: but in deed, 
and in truth.” And that we may fo pray, let 
us remember at all times, and in all places, that 
we are addreſſing ourſelves to God, who is every 
where preſent ; on earth, as well as in heaven; 
and who has declared, that *them that honour 
him, he will honour ; and that they that deſpiſe 


him, ſhall be lightly eſteemed.” Let us there- 


fore © give unto the Lord the glory due unto 


his name : let us . worſhip the Lord with holy 
worſhip. 


— 
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ADD MONITION VIII. 
- Exopvs xx. 8. 
Remember the Sabbath. day, to keep it holy. 


1 appointment of the ſabbath is as old as 
the creation ; or rather, it immediately fol- 
lowed it. F or ſo we read, in the ad chapter of 
Geneſis; tl. : as ſoon as © the heavens and the 
earth were finiſhed,” God © bleſſed the feventh 
day, and ſanctified it.“ The word, © ſabbath,” 
you are to obſerve, ſignifies ref. And to © ſanc- 
ti), or © ballow,” is to make holy; or to devote 
any thing to an holy uſe or purpoſe. So that 
the ſabbath, you ſee, is to be obſerved both as 
a day of reſt, and of worſhip. The very name 
implies the one; and the command, to keep it 
holy, exptefsly requires the other. — That we 
may obſerve it as we ought, let us inquire what 
is to be done, and what is to be left undone, on 

that ſacred day. * a 
In genera), it is to be devoted to the ſervice 
of Almighty God ; to be employed in his wor- 
ſhip, both m public and private. Our private 
devotions indeed ſhould never be omitted on 
any day; our public ones are requircd only on 
Sunday., We ſhould then go to church regular- 
ly twice a day; to pray to God, to praiſe and 
thank him for all his goodneſs ; to hear his holy 
word]; and to be inſtructed in our duty. Beſides 
this, we ſhould ſpend ſome part of the day in 
ferious thought and meditation ; in reading the 
bible, and other religious rr We ſhouid 
conſider with ourſelves how we have employed 
B 4 the 


„ 
the week paſt ; and if we recollect any faults we 
have committed, repent, and reſolve to avoid 
the like in future. We ſhould alſo take every 
opportunity of inſtructing the ignorant, and thoſe 
that are younger than ourſelves, in the princi- 
ples and duties of religion. All offices of kind- 
neſs and charity, tuch as viſiting the ſick, reliev- 
ing the needy, and coraforting the afflicted, are 
particularly tcaſonable on the Lord's day. By 
performing thoſe duties we may be ſaid, in a 
double ſenſe, to keep it holy. But we muſt ab- 


ſtain from all labour and working, (except works 


of neceſſity and charity) in order to keep it as a 
day of reſt : and from all play and diverſions, in 
order to keep it as a day of holineſs. From fin 
and wickedneſs cf all forts we are indeed to re- 
frain every day alike. Yet ſurely on this ſacred 
day fin may be ſaid to be exceeding” or doubly 
* finful;” as it is a proſtitution of the ſabbath, as 
well as an offence againſt. the other laws of God. 


Drunkenneſs, for inſtance, is at al times a vice 


moſt ſnameful and abominable. On a Sunday 
it has the guilt of profaneneſs added to it. A 
Sunday ſpent idly, is generally ſpent wickedly. 
If not kept holy, it is commonly made more 
unboly than any other day of the week. And 
the reaſon is plain. Idleneſs naturally leads to 
vice and folly. He that is not well employed, 
will be ill employed. When work is laid aſi de, 
and religious exerciſes neglected, time will not 
barely be loſt, but abuſed: and the ſin of omiſſion 
will be followed by ſins of commiſſion. Many 
that have ended cheir lives at the gallows have 
declared, that they began their wicked owes 
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by ſpending the Lord's day idly and profanely. 
W hat was intended for their good, has become 
by their abuſe of it, an occaſion of their falling 
into fin and deſtruction. 

How good and gracious is God in all his diſ- 
penſations to man ? His laws and command- 
ments are not only © holy and juſt,” but wiſely 
and mercifuily deſigned for our benefit and 


| happineſs. I his, in particular, of obſerving the 


ſabbath, is evidently calculated for the eaſe and 
relief both of man and beaſt; as well as for our 
improvement in religious knowledge and prac- 
tice. It is, if rightly underſtood, a delightful, 
as well as a profitable inſtitution. If our minds 
are well diſpoſed, we ſhall take pleaſure in eve- 
ry return of the Lord's day: 'we ſhall “ enter 
into his courts with praiſe, and ſerve him with 
Joy and gladneſs.” We ſhall conſider it as the 
beginning of a good week to us; as inſurin 

God's bleſſing upon our labours and undertak- 
ings for the other fix days. And we ſhall alſo 
look upon it (as we are directed to do in St. 
Paul's epiſtle to the Hebrews) as a pledge or 


earneſt of our future © reſt” in heaven; of that 


eternal ſabbath, which © remaineth to the people 

of God.“ | 
ec Remember” therefore © the ſabbath-day, 
to keep it holy.” When you have left this 
ſchool, recollect often how you paſſed it during 
your attendance here, and let it be an exam- 
ple for you to follow ever after. Never fail 
going to church: not as a matter of cuſtom, or 
form, or decency; b:1t as it is your bounden 
duty, and your higheſt intereſt ſo to do. Go 
B 5 thither, 
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thither, not to look about you, or to talk with 
your neighbours; but to worſhip God. Look 
only at your books, converſe only with your 
Maker. Be clean and decent in your dreſs; 
but think no farther about it. A pure heart, an 
humble and devout ſpirit, is the only ornament 
that God requires, and delights in. Many of 
you, I obſerve it with pleaſure, are fond of 
pſalm-ſinging, and ſing well. By all means let 
me encourage you in it. It is a delightful, it is 


an heavenly, entertainment; as well as a mate- 


rial part of public worſhip. It is good at all 
times: on Sundays it is peculiarly ſo. Idle tat- 


tling and goſſiping is always bad: on Sundays 


in particular. But in an hour or two's friendly 
converſation, after the duty of the day is over, 
there is no harm. — I ſhall conclude with my 
hearty prayers to God (in which I hope you 
will all join me) that he will diſpoſe you fo to 
paſs this and every day of your lives, that you 
may * apply your hearts unto wiſdom.” 


ADMONITION IX. 
ExoDusS xx. 13. 
Thou ſhalt not kill. 


On 25 we read in the prayer-book, © Thou 


ſhalt do no murder.“ A crime ſo heinous, 


ſo horrid; fo truly diabolical, that nature ſhud- 


ders at the very thought of it. But beſides the 
actual commiſſion of murder, there are many 
ways by which you may be guilty, though in 
a leſſer degree, of the ſin here forbidden. With- 

Out 
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out taking away a man's life, you may injure 
him in his character; you may hurt his health; 
you may deſtroy his peace of mind; you may, 
by your ill treatment of him, ſhorten his days, 
or make them uncomfortable. And every of- 
fence of this kind is in fact a breach of the ſixth 
commandment. 
% Whoſoever hateth his brother,” ſays Sr. 
John, © 1s a murderer.” As love is the fulfil- 
| ling of the law,” hatred, of courſe, muſt be the 
| tranſoreſjmg of it; and particularly of this part 
of the law which forbids murder. All fin takes 
its riſe from the heart: Out of the heart,” fays 
our Saviour, “proceed MURDERS.” So that 
if you bear malice or hatred in your heart, you 
are ia the ſcripture ſenſe guilty of murder. 
And it is plainly with a view to this command- 
| ment I am ſpeaking of, that the catechiſm tells 
| you, in the account of your duty towards your 
L neighbour, that you muſt “ bear no malice nor 
j hatred in your heart.” But indeed hatred fel> + 
f dom ſtops there; it generally proceeds to bad 
; words and bad actions, which are great aggra- 
| vations of the guilt of a bad heart. Accordingly, 
the catechiſm tells you, © to hurt nobody by 
| word or deed.” But you may think, perhaps, 
| that mere words can hurt nobody; and that if 
& you refrain from injurious actions, you may give 
| a vent to your paſſion in ſayiug what you pleaſe. 
| Look into the 5th chapter of St. Matthew, and 
you will find a very different account of the m t- 
ter. Ve have heard,” ſays our Saviour, that 
it was ſaid by them of old time, Thou ſhalt not 
kill; and whoſoever 3 kill, ſhall be in dan- 


ger 
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ger of the judgment:” that is, the Jews conſi- 
dered only the ſtrict letter of the law, and taught 
that actual murder would expoſe a man to pu- 
niſhment. © But I ſay unto you,” ſays Chriſt, 
© that whoſoever is angry with his brother with- 
out a cauſe, ſhall be in danger of the judgment: 
but whoſoever ſhall ſay, Thou fool, ſhall be in 
danger ofhell-fire:” A plain proof, that by words, 
as well as actions, we may break the command- 
ment, and be puniſhed for it everlaſtingly. God 
ſearcheth our hearts; and © there is not a word 
in our tongues, but thou, O Lord, knoweſt it 
altogether,” and wilt moſt affuredly call us to 
account for it at the day of judgment. 

There is one way in which the ſixth com- 
mandment is too often broken, which you may 
little think of, but which deſerves your moſt ſe- 
rious conſideration; I mean, by the bad beha- 
viour of undutiful children towards their pa- 
rents. This is ſometimes, in the ſtrict and 
literal ſenſe, committing murder. How ma- 
ny, alas! have by this means had their lives 
ſhortened, as well as made miſerable. To 
take away the life of thoſe who, under God, 
gave us life, is ſurely a ſin of the deepeſt dye; 
the moſt horrid ſpecies of murder. And be- 
lieve me, every wicked and undutiful child is in 
ſome degree guilty of it. To break a parent's 
heart, is not only killing, but torturing ; and in 
any way to give ſorrow or uneaſineſs to thoſe, 
whom it ſhould be our ſtudy to make eaſy and 
happy, is a double offence againſt God, as be- 
ing a breach both of the fifth and fixth com- 
mandment. 

To 
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To conclude: Every wicked perſon, of what- 
ever age or ſtation he may be, is in ſome ſort a 


mur derer; as he diſturbs the peace of ſociety, 


and leads others into ſin. In this reſpect he is 
truly a follower of the devil, who is ſaid to have 
been © a murderer from the beginning;” inaſ- 
much as he brought ſin and death into the world, 
and ſtill continues to deſtroy the ſouls of men b 
his temptations. —But “be ye followers of God, 
as dear children:” keeping his commandments, 
and walking in love; after the example of your 
bleſſed Maſter, who came into the world, “not 
to deſtroy men's lives, but to fave them.” 


— 


ADMONITION X. 
EXODUS xx. 15. 
Thou ſbalt not fleal. 


BEsiDp EG the groſſer acts of theft or rob- 

bery, there are many leſſer ſorts of the 
ſame ſin forbidden by this commandment: ſuch 
as, fraud, or cheating, of every kind; neglect- 
ing to pay debts; taking advantage of other 
men's neceſſities; impoſing on their ignorance 
in matters of trade, or bargains; unfaithfulneſs 
to one's truſt; and, in ſhort, whatever is con- 
trary to ſtrict honeſty and juſtice, and to that 


excellent rule'of doing as one would be done 


by. And here it is neceſſary to caution young 
people in particular againſt the firſt beginnings 
of this ſin: againſt doing wrong in ſmaller mat- 
ters; againſt pilfering, or cheating, in things of 

ctie 
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kttle value ; left (as is generally the caſe) they - 
go on from bad to worſe, and become at laſt 
hardened in wickedneſs. For in this, as in all 
other ſins, few people begin with the higheſt 
crimes, and few ſtop at the loweſt. One natu- 
rally leads to another, and fo draws them on by 
degrees to death and deſtruction. Bad habits 
are ſeldom, if ever, got rid of; and none perhaps 
grows upon a man more than that of thieving, or 
diſhoneſty. He ſoon loſes his character; no- 
body will truſt or employ him; he knows not 
how to get a livelihood by fair means, and ſo 
has recourſe to the worſt; and moſt likely ends 
a miſerable life in priſon, or at the gallows. 
Or ſhould he eſcape puniſhment in this world, 
(which is very ſeldom the caſe), he is ſure to 
meet with it, in everlaſting miſery, in the world 
to come: for we are expreisly told, that thieves 
„ ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God;” and 
that © the Lord is the avenger of all ſuch as 
go bey ond and defraud their brother in any mat- 
ter.” Obſerve theſe laſt words; which ſhew 
that God will ſeverely puniſh not only the no- 
torious thief and robber, but whoſoever is guilty 
of any fraud, or over- reaching, even in leſſer 
inſtances; “ in any,” and every, © matter,“ 
without exception. *Ye ſhall not ſteal, neither 
deal falſely, neither lie one to another. Thou 
ſhalt not defraud thy neighbour, neither rob 
him.” Levit. xix. 11—13. Remember alſo 
what our bleſſed Saviour lays: cc He that is 
fairhful in that which is leaſt, is faithful alſo in 
much; and he that is unjuſt in the leaſt, is un- 
Juſt allo in much.“ Luke xvi. 10. Accuſtom 
yourſelves 
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yourſelves therefore to be ſtrictly honeſt and 
Juſt, and faithful to your truſt, in the moſt tri- 
fling concerns, and things of the fmalleſt con- 
ſequence, that you may learn to be ſo in matters 
of greater importance: and be careful to avoid 
every act of thieving, or cheating, in the leaſt 
inſtances, leſt you get into bad habirs, and com- 
mit greater crimes. Be aſſured, that for every 
tranſgreſſion of your duty vou muſt be account- 
able to God. If you ſteal or cheat never ſo 
ſecretly, you cannot eſcape his notice and his pu- 
niſhment. He will not admit of any excuſes for 
fraud or diſhoneſty, You muſt not think to 
plead poverty, or hunger, or diſtreſs of any kind. 
Work for your livelihood, and honeſt induſtry 
will never fail to procure it. Co eat the bread of 

idleneſs is bad, even when no diſhoneſt means 
are uſed to obtain it; but when idleneſs and 
thieving go together (as it commonly hap- 
pens) the ſin is doubled, and great indeed is 
the guilt of the ſinner. But you may think per- 
haps, that if you take from another a imall pit- 
tance of what he has in great abundance, you do 
him no injury, and therefore there is no harm in 
it. Be not deceived: the ſin is the ſame in yon, 
though the conſequence of it may not be ſo bad 
to him. Servants, in particular, are apt to take 
very improper liberties with what belongs to 
their maſters or miſtreſſes, under a falſe notion 
that they have a right to partake of it; or (what 
is {till worſe) give away a portion ef it to others, 
becauſe they would be kind and generous. But 
this again is a double crime: it is adding breach 
of truſt to diſhoneſty. To give away what is 


not 
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not your own to diſpoſe of, is not charity, but 
cheating, or rather downright injuſtice. 
Borrowing, and not paying, is another way of 
breaking the commenemenct, too commonly 
practiſed by perſons of every age and condition; 
but not the leſs ſinful for being common. In 
this caſe, the borrower receives no laſting 
benefit; and the lender is hurt, and often 
ruined, by it. It is beſt, therefore, not to bor- 
row at all. You will thereby keep clear of one 
ſort of diſhoneſty, and prevent much miſchief 
and diſtreſs both to yourſelf and others. 
Il cannot conclude this ſubject better, than 
by adviſing and exhorting you molt earneſtly, in 
the words of the catechiſm, « not to covet, nor 
deſire, other men's goods; but to learn and la- 
bour truly to get your own living; and to do 
your duty in that ſtate of life unto which it ſhall 
| pleaſe God to call you.” Honeſty is the beſt 
policy: and © HE THAT WALKETH UPRIGHTLY | 
 WALKETH SURELY.” 


ADMONITION XI. 


MATTHEW vil. 21. 


Not every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven : but he 
that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven. 


Tu⸗ declaration of our bleſſed Lord to 

his diſciples, is one of thoſe many paſ- 
ſages of ſcripture, which ſhew che neceſſity of 
obedience 


1 


obedience to the will of God, in order to our 
ſalvation, or to our being admitted into the 
kingdom of heaven. They are ſo plain, that 
one would think it impoſſible to mittake-their 
meaning; or unneceſſary to do any thing more 
than barely to repeat them. For as the goſpel was 
to be * preached to the poor,” ſo the molt impor- 
tant parts of it arelevelto the loweſt capacity. He 
that runneth may read, and he that readeth may 
underſtand, all thatis required of him tomakehim 
holy, and to make him happy. Yet, I know not 
how it happens, whether from carelefineſs or per- 
verſeneſs, or both; the plaineſt and moſtintereſt- 
ing truths are ſometimes overlooked and diſre- 
garded,andatother times miſtaken,or perverted. 
Even the doctrine in the text, though ſo often 
held forth, and ſo earneſtly inculcated, in the 
New Teſtament, has been ſtrangely paſſed over 
by ſome pretended preachers of the goſpel ; and 
a ſhorter way to heaven has been pointed out by 
falſe guides, quite different from that ſhown us 
by Chriſt and his apoſtles. But, my © little 
children” (I ſpeak to you in the words of ſcrip- 
ture) © let no man deceive you: he that doeth 
righteouſneſs, is righteous.” And © without ho- 
lineſs,“ or righteouſneſs, no man ſhall ſæe the 
Lord.” „ If thou wilt enter into life,“ lays our 
Saviour, © KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS.” And 
again: *Blefſed are they that hear the word 
of God: and KEEP it.” In like manner, ſays 
St. Paul: «© God will render to every man 
ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS: glory, honour, and 
peace (that is, eternal glory and happineſs) 
eto every man that WORKETH GooD,” And in 
1 another 
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another epiſtle, * Worx our your own falva- 
tion. So alſo St. James: © Be ye potss of the 
word, and not hearers only, for © faith without 
works is dead.” And St. John, in the Revela- 
tion: Bleſſed are they that do mrs COMMAND- 
MENTS, that they may have right to the Tree 
of Life.” — Theſe texts (to which many more 
might be added) are ſo exceedingly plain and 
clear, that you cannot fail, I think, to under- 
fland them. And the matter of them is fo im- 
portant, that they deſerve your utmoſt attention 
and conſtant remembrance. Conſider, I beſcech 
you, the end and deſign of Chritt's coming into 
the world. It was, © that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a pe- 
culiar, or holy, © people, zealous of good 
works;” that, being fully inſtructed by him in 
the will of God, we © might ſerve him, in holi- 
neſs and righteouſneſs all the days of our life.“ 
& This is a faithful ſaying,” ſays St. Paul, 
* that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world ta 
fave ſinners.” Very true. But h did he ſave 
them? Not only by offering himſelf a ſacrifice 
for fins paſt, bur alſo by reforming, and le:ding 
them to obedience for the future ; © teaching 
them, that denying ungodlineſs and worldly 
luſts, they ſhould hve ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly, in this preſent world.” Ibis, therefore 
(as the ſame apoſtle declares) is kkewiſe © a 
taithful ſaying, that they which have believed 
in God might be careful to MAINTAIN GOOD 
WORKS; that is, to live ſuitably to their belief 
and profeſſion. Religion is an active ſervice. 
It is not enough, that it be rooted in the 2 | 

an 


( 43 ) 

and ſhew itſelf in outward: profeſſions of faith 
and godlineſs : it muſt alſo bring forth the fruit 
of good works. Theſe are the only ſure evi- 
dences of it; and to theſe only are its rewards. 
and promiſes annexed. To call Chriſt our Lord 
and Maſter, and not obey his commands, is no 
better than a mockery of him ; an affront and 
inſult to him. Practical infidels (ſuch, I mean, 
as acknowledge Chriſt with their mouths, but in 
their works deny him) are the worſt of all infi- 
dels. We cannot plead 1 ce of our duty; 
for he has fully and clearly revealed it to us. 
We cannot plead inability to perform it; for he 
has graciouſly promiſed the aſſiſtance of his 
Holy Spirit to all that aſk. for it. Tho' weak 
of ourſelves, we can do all things,” neceſſary 
to our ſalvation, © thro' Chriſt that ſtrengthen- 
eth us.” If therefore we fail in our duty, we 
are wholly withdut excuſe. In vain ſhall we 
cry, Lord, Lord, either here or hereafter, if we: 
do not approve ourſelves his faithful and obedi- 
ent ſervants, In vain ſhall we ſue for mercy, 
when he comes to judgment: when his anſwer 
will be, I never knew you: depart from me, 
ye that work iniquity.” 


By what has bcen ſaid of the neceſſity of do- 


ing the will of God, in order to obtain the re- 
wards of heaven, you are not to fuppoſe that 


our good actions have any merit in them, or that 


we properly deſerve thoſe rewards.—-No.— 
Eternal life is the gift,” the free undeſerved 
gift © of God, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ 
It is his merits, and all- perfect obedience, that 
muſt recommend our imperfect ſervices wes. 

ere 
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There is therefore no room *for boaſting” on 
our part. Far otherwiſe. — But if with faith and 
humility, we do the beſt we can to ſerve and 
pleaſe God, we may be ſure that our ſervices, 
however imperfect, will be accepted ; and that, 
however undelerving, we ſhall not loſe our 
reward.” 


ADMONITION XII. 
GALATIANS vi. 7—former part. 
Be not deceived ; God is not mocked. 


Aba! how liable are we to be deceived by 
others; and, what is ſtill worſe, how apt 

are we to deceive ourſelves! This perhaps 
may ſeem ſtrange ; but it is too true, and too 
eaſily accounted for. Beſides deceivers and 
enemies without; evil men and evil ſpirits, that 
are ever watching to ſeduce us; we have an 
enemy no leſs dangerous lurking within, that is 
continually ready to betray us. For © Taz 
HEART, fays the prophet, © 1s DECEITFUL 
ABOVE ALL THINGS, and deſperately wicked : 
who can know it?” Who can find out its dark 
windings and turnings; its ſecret arts and im- 
poſitions ; its deceitful workings ; whereby we 
are continually in danger of being miſled from 
our duty, and drawn into fin?? Againſt every 
kind of deceit, whereby our ſalvation is endan- 
gered, we have frequent cautions and admoni- 
tions in the holy ſcriptures, and particularly in 
the epiſtles of St. Paul. In one place we read: 
Let no man deceive you with vain words.” 
In 
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In another; © Let no-man deceive himſelf.” 
In the text; * Be not deceived” — which may 
be underſtood as a warning againſt both kinds 
of deceit ; from others as well as from ourſelves. 
The very ſame words are uſed by St. James, 
tho' differently tranſlated ; where he ſays ; © Do 
not err, my beloved brethren.” For error will 
be the conſequence of deceit in either caſe ; 
whether it proceed from within or without. 
After this general admonition, Be not de- 
ceived ,” it follows: © God is not mocked.” 
As if the Apoſtle had taid ; © Beware of being 
deceived, or of. deceiving yourſelves. For tho” 
you may impole upon yourſelves, or upon one 
another, you cannot deceive or impoſe upon 
God.” The very notion, the expreſſion, of 
mocking God, carries with it ſomething ſhock- 
ing and profane. And yet every wilful fin is, in 
ſome ſort, an attempt to mock God ; and every 
wilful ſinner is, in ſome ſenſe, guilty of this 
horrid blaſphemy. The language of his heart 
(if not of his mouth) is thus deſcribed by the 
Pſalmiſt; «© How doth God know? is there 
knowledge in the Moſt High?” And again; 
*« God hath forgotten: he hideth his face, he will 
never fee it.“ Such is the folly and deceitful- 
neſs, of ſin; blinding the underftanding, at the 
ſame time that it corrupts the heart Io ſuch 
falſe reaſonings, ſuch abſurd ſuppoſitions, 1s the 
ſinner driven. Various are the arts and delu- 
fions, by which men impoſe upon themſelves, 
and upon one another. But the moſt general 
and common way is, by an imagination, that 

they may be ſaved, or go to heaven, without 
| leading 
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Feading a good and holy life—than which no- 


thing can be more directly contrary to the plain 
and conftant doctrine of ſcripture, and particu- 
larly of the New Teſtament. Our Saviour ſays 
expreſsly ; that © he only who doeth the will of 
God, ſhall enter into his heavenly kingdom“. 
that, if we will enter into life, we muft © keep 
the commandments.” The ſame important 
truth is continually held forth to us by bis 
Apoſtles. ©« Whatſoever a man ſoweth,” ſays 
St. Paul, © that ſhall he alſo reap“ “ With- 
out holineſs no man ſhall ſce the Lord.” It is 
as impoſſible to get to heaven without a life of 
good works, as it is to have a good crop of corn 
without ſowing good ſeed; or to gather grapes 
of thorns, or figs of thiftles.” Let no one there- 
fore deceive you with vain pretences, and falſe 
hopes of ſalvation, contrary to the expreſs word 
of God. Read your Bible; believe it; act ac- 
cording to it; and you cannot think or act amiſs. 
Does a Goſpel- preacher (as he falſely calls him - 
ſelf) tell you that faith alone will fave you? that 
if you truſt to the merits of Chriſt, that will be 
ſufficient? - anſwer him, in the words of Scrip- 
ture, that faith without works is dead;“ 
and that © by works a man is juſtified, and not 
by faith only.”—Tell him, that you believe, 
and truſt, in the merits of your Saviour as firmly 
and ſincerely as he can do; but that, without an 
holy and good life on your part, thoſe merits will 
be of no avail to you: for that Chriſt “ gave 
himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar” (or 
holy) © people, zealous of good works.” | 
* 
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Again: Take care that you be not de- 
ceived by idle and worthleſs companions, who 
will uſe all their arts and frauds to corrupt both 
your principles and manners. — Do not converſe 
with ſuch— turn away from them; fly from 
them.as you would from a plague, or other con- 
tagious diſtemper.— They are *4fools,” in Solo- 
mon's judgment, that © make a mock at ſin:“ 
and they are wor/e than fools, that would argue, 
or laugh, you out of your religion and virtue. 

Laſtly: Beware of your own hearts ; —never 
fatter yourſelves that you are in the way of ſal- 
vation, while you are in the way of fin or wick= 
edneſs, and let me adviſe you often and fer- 
vently to pray in the words of David ; © Search 
me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and 
know my thoughts —and ſee if there be any wick- 
ed way in me; and lead me in the way everlaſting,” 


—__ 


ADMONITION XIII. 


PHILIPPIANS 1. 27. 


Let your converſation be as it becometh the goſpel of 
| Chriſt. : 


HE word © converſation,” here, as well 

as in other parts of the Bible, does not 
ſignify our talk or diſcourſe ; but takes in the 
whole of our conduct and behaviour in life: fo 
that we are to underſtand the precept in the text 
as a general _—_— to live as becomes Chriſ- 
ans; to conform ourſelves in all things to the 


excellent rules and directions laid down in the 
goſpel of Chriſt; to be holy, (as St. Peter 
exprelles it) © in all manner of converlation.” 

The 
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The neceſſity of this, in order to our ſalvation, 
is ſo very plain and evident, both from reaſon 
and ſcripture, and has been fo fully ſhewn to you 
in a former diſcourſe, that I ſhall not repeat 
what I ſaid upon that ſubject: but ſhall rather 
point out to you ſome particulars, in which we 
ſhould be more that ordinarily careful to follow 
the direction in the text; and fo approve our- 
ſelves real Chriſtians, and ſincere diſciples of 
him whoſe name we bear, and by whom we 
hope to be ſaved. | | 

Now the wiſdom that is from above,” or 
the religion which Chriſt came down from 


heaven to teach us, © is firſt pure:” that is, it 


requires great purity of heart as well as of man- 
ners— what the Pſalmiſt calls © a clean heart,” 
and © clean hands” — ſtrict chaſtity in all our 
thoughts, words, and actions. For this ye 
know,” ſays the apoſtle (and I earneſtly beſeech 


you always to bear it in remembrance), © that 


no unclean perſon hath any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Chriſt and of God.” 
Again: it is“ peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to 
be intreated.” The goſpel, like its divine au- 
thor, breathes the ſpirit of love, peace, and be- 
nevolence, in every part of it. By this,” ſays 
our Saviour, © ſhall all men know that ye are 
my diſciples, if ye have love one to another.” 
| You ſee, he makes it the diſtinguiſhing mark, 
or badge, of our profeſſion. And, as a peace- 
able diipoſition and behaviour is the natural fruit 
of love, fo we are commanded to © have peac 
one with another to “ live in peace,” or 
te peaceably with all men; - to“ ſcek peace, 
3 | and 
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and enſue it; - with many more exhortations 
to the ſame purpoſe, ——Gentleneſs is another 
Chriſtian grace, or virtue, ſpringing from love. 
It fignifiesa meek and quiet ſpirit, a mild tem- 

r of mind, that ſhews itſelf in a ſuitable be- 
13 kind, affable, and courteous. © I be- 
ſeech you,” ſays St. Paul, © by the meekneſs 
and gentleneſs of Chriſt :”” which qualities he 
particularly recommends, in another place, to 
the imitation of his diſciples; where he ſays, 
te Put them in mind to be gentle, ſhewing alt 
meekneſs unto all men.” —Another mark of z 
true Chriſtian temper is, that it is © eaſy to be 
intreated; — obliging, complying, and ready to 
forgive injuries and offences. The great duty 
of forgiveneſs our Lord lays a very particular 
ſtreſs upon, as abſolutely and indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary to our being forgiven by God. What 
words can be plainer, or ſtronger, to this effect, 
than what he uſes immediately aſter the prayer 
he teaches his diſciples ; © If ye forgive men 
their treſpaſſes, your heavenly Father will alfa 
forgive yu. But if ye forgive not men their 
treſpaſſes, neither will your father forgive your 
treſpaſſes.” And in his parable of the merci- 
leſs ſervant (Matt. xvii.) he enforces the fame 
doctrine in terms no leſs clear and powerful. 
The goſpel wiſdom of the Chriſtian ſpirit is 
alſo © full of mercy and good fruits; prompt- 
ing us to every act of humanity and compal- 
ſion, to ſhew our love in actual ſervices to all 
within our reach ; following the example of our 
bleſſed Maſter, who * went about doing good.” 
—aftly it is © without partiality, and without 
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hypocriſy.” The true Chriſtian is open, ſincere, 
honeſt; free from every narrow ſelfiſh view, 
from all undue, prejudice and partiality. His 
love is © without diflimulation.” His words 
flow from his heart; and his actions correſpond 
with his words. 

I have here given you a ſhort ſketch of 
Chriſtian virtue, | or of ſuch a converſation as 
« becomes the goſpel of Chriſt.” A more par- 
ticular account of its relative, or ſocial, duties, 
you will find admirably drawn up in your Cate- 
chiſm, in that article which deſcribes your duty 
towards your neighbour. Let me beg of you 
often to look at it, and to conſider it with at- 
tention: a better leſſon you cannot have, nor 
can you follow a better guide. Think of it 
every day of your lives; and practiſe it conlci- 
entiouſly. Indeed the whole Catechiſm is lo ex- 
cellent, that I would with you to make it your 
conſtant companion through life. Do not for- 
get or deſpiſe it, as if it were fit only for the vie 
of children: it is fit for et very age; as it con- 
tains the ſum and ſubſtance of the Chriſtian re- 

ligion. | 

There is one quality, or diſpoſition, which 
both our Saviour and his apoſtles, in a very par- 
ticular manner, recommend, and require as ab- 
ſolutely neceſſaly to a diſciple of Chriſt; which 
is, heavenly- mindedneſs: to “ fet our affec- 
tions on things above ;”” to make heaven the 
Ptincipal end of our thoughts and purſuits. For, 
as St. Paul expreſſes it, © our converſation is in 
heaven” —#here hes our true intereſt that is 
the country to which we belong here is our 
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treaſure — there, then, ſhould our © hearts be 
alſo.” If they are fo, if we are ſincere and in- 
earneſt in our religion, we ſhall not fail to fulfil 
the precept in the text; we ſhall conſider our- 
ſelves as ſtrangers, or travellers, upon earth; and 
our * converſation” Here will be ſuch as be- 
cometh the goſpel of Chriſt.” 


— 


„ 


ADMONITION. XIV. 
Romans xii. 11—former part. 
Net flathful in Buſineſs. 


NJ EVER BY 1DLE—floth, or idleneſs, is the 

ruin and deſtruction both of body and 
ſoul. It is not only a great evil in itſelf, but it 
is productive alſo of many other evils. It leads 
to ſickneſs, poverty, ſenſuality, diſhoneſty, and 


loſs of character. It is unnatural : for we are 


by nature formed for action, and fond of it. It 
is contrary to our duty and obligation as men, 
or ſocial creatures ; who were made to help, and 
do good to, one another. It is contrary to the 


. expreſs will and command of God; who has 


taught and directed us, in his holy word, to be 
diligent and induſtrious, active and laborious, 
in our ſeveral callings; and to be continually 
employed in ſerving and aſſiſting our brethren. 
The miſery and ſinfulneſs of a ſlothful and idle 
life, and the bleſſings of an induſtrious one, are 


ſet before us in very ſtrong terms, in many paſ- , 


ſages of holy ſcripture. © Slothfulneſs,” ſays 

the wiſe man, * caſteth into a deep ſleep, and 

an idle foul ſhall ſuffer hunger,” © The * 
| SI = 0 
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of the uggard de ſireth, and hath nothing: but 
the ſoul of the diligent ſhall be made fat. The 
hand of the diligent maketh rich,” but © the 
deſire of the ſlothful killeth him.” © In all 
labour there is profit,” not only in this life, but 
our works, we are aſſured, will“ follow” us 
into that which is to come; there to meet with 
their full reward: where, on the other hand, 
< the unprofitable ſervant ;” he who has waſted 
his time here in idleneſs, and made no uſe or 
improvement of the talents committed to his 
truſt; ſhall be © caſt into outer darkneſs,” and 
puniſhed with eternal miſery. —In the text, as 
well as in many other parts of his Epiſtles, St. 
Paul warns vs againſt the ſin of idleneſs, and ex- 
horts us to the oppoſite virtue of induſtry, For 
when he forbids us to be flothful, he plainly bids 
us be diligent; as he commands his diſciples, in 
another place, to © work with their own hands,” 
and to © labour, working the thing which is 
“ and again, © if any will not work,” 

fays he, © neither ſhould he eat.“ The words, 
« Not ſlothſul in buſineſs,” imply theſe two 
things: firſt, that we have all ſome buſineſs to 
do; ſome work, ſame calling, that we ought to 
be employed in; and, ſecondly, that we ſhould 
be active and induſtrious in following it. Our 
all wiſe and good Creator has deſigned and 
fitt: d us for action and labour, both of body and 
migd He has made it neceſſary to our own 
well-being, as individuals; and likewiſe to the 
good of ſociety, as we are ſocial creatures, or 
«© members one of another.” Various and dif- 
ferent ” the taſks allotted us; as are the a 
dles 
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Ities and opportunities we are furniſhed with of 
performing them. High and low, rich and 
poor, old and young, learned and unlearned, we 
have all ſome work aſſigned us, which it is our 
duty to do, both for ourſelves, and for one ano- 
ther. Some are to work with their hands, fome 
with their head, and ſome with both. Our ſe- 
veral fituations in life plainly point out to vs, 
what it is our duty to be employed in. Ovr 
principal concern is, to be diligent in that em- 
ployment. Whatſoever thy hand, or thy 
head, “ findeth to do, do it with thy might.“ 
Exert all your ſtrength, ufe all your diligence, 
in the execution of it. Loſe no time, ſpare no 
pains, in legning, and in doing, your duty.— 
You, my good children, are more particularly 
obliged to be induſtrious in your feveral occu- 
pations - you have had great advantages in be- 
ing taught your duty; you are therefore doubly 
bound to practiſe it. While we are working 
with our heads for your good, you are without 
excuſe if you do not work diligently with your 
bands for your oz29n—while our time is employed 
in inſtructing you, it is your buſineſsand duty to 
profit by our inſtructions. You are young, and 
healthy, and able to work: and your ſtation in 
life is ſuch as requires you ſo to do for your bread: 
and ſupport. Itis your duty alſoto work for your 
parents, and occalicnally for your other friends 
and benefactors. And believe me, it is as much 
your intereſt and your happinets, as it is your 
duty, to be always well employed. It will give 
you health of budy, and peace of mind. It will 
make your days cheerful and comfortable, and 
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your ſleep of nights ſweet and refreſhing. It 
will make you beloved and eſteemed by all that 
know you. It will enable you to provide, not 
only for yourſelves, but for your families like- 
wiſe, when you have any. It will make you 
uſeful members of ſociety; good neighbours, 
and valuable friends. By your example, atleaſt, 
you may all do good; and in ſome fort fulfil 
the precept of our bleſſed Saviour, to © let your 
light ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee 
your good works, and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven.” | 

And here let me give you one caution : that 
while you are diſcharging your duty towards 
men, you do not forget your duty towards God. 
Indeed by doing the one, you are in a great 
meaſure diſcharging the other. But what I 
mean is, that you never let the duties of your 
{ſeveral ſtations or employments in life, ſo far 
take up your time and thoughts, as to hinder 
you from praying to God, and paying him the 
; worſhip that is due to him, both in private and 
public. For remember, that no labour or buſi- 
neſs can proſper without his bleſſing attending 
it; and that the ſame commandment which per- 
mits, and enjoins, our working for fix days, re- 
quires us to © keep holy” the ſeventh; that, as 
* we ſhould be employed chiefly on the other days 
in providing for our 4odily and temporal wants, fo 
onthe ſabbath, or Lord's day, we ſhould labour 
for our ſpiritual ſuſtenance; for that © meat 
which endureth unto everlaſting life.” 


ADMONI- 


! 
ADMONITION Xv. 


EPHESIANS vi. 7 and 8. 


With good will doing ſervice, as to the Lord, and 
not to men: knowing that whatſoever good thin? 
any man dbet h, the ſame ſhall he receive of the 
Lord, whether he be bond or free. 


WW are here, as well as in other parts of 
the epiſtles, inſtructed in the duty of 
ſervants to their maſters and miſtreſſes. For 
the ſcripture, being a rule of life and manners, 
as well as of faith, gives us directions, not only 
for our duty in general, but alto for the diſcharge 
of every branch of it in particular; according 
to our different callings and fituations. Now, 
as many of you may probably go to ſervice in 
ſame part of your life, ſome rules for your good 
behaviour therein may be of uſe and benefit to 
you ; and ſuch I mean at preſent to lay before 
ou. | | | 
n In the text you may obſerve, firſt, a general 
direction given you, how to do your duty as 
ſervants properly and conſcientiouſly: and ſe- 
condly, a reward held forth to you as an en- 
couragement for ſo doing—Let us conſider 
each diſtinctly — The rule is this — With good- 
will doing ſervice, as to the Lord, and not to 
men.” © With good- will,“ ſignifies, with a 
willing and ready mind; with an affectionate 
and obliging diſpoſition; with a defire to, pleaſe 
te not by conſtraint, but willingly,” and cheer- 
fully. And it is to be done, © as to the Lord, 
and not to men,” —that is, from a religious prin- 
C4 ciple, 


( 56 ) 


ciple, or a ſenſe of duty towards God. As the 
apoſtle elſewhere expreſſes it; *not wich eye-ſer- 
vice, as men-pleaſers, but in ſingleneſs of heart, 
fearing God” —* and whatſoever ye do, do 
it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men.“ 
— The meaning is, not that we are to overlook 
our duty and obligations to men ; but that we 
are to look farther, to the fountain and origin of 
all duty, which is the will and command of 
God: and that, while we ſerve our maſters cx 
earth, we ſhould conſider ourfelves as doing 
fervice to CHRIST, who is our maſter ia heaven, 
— Not with eye-ſervice, as men-pleaſers,” — 
that is, not barely endeavouring to pleaſe, and 
gain the good-will of, our maſters, by doing 
what we think they will like, when their eyes are 
upon us: but ſerving them truly and faithfully at 
all times, when they are ab/ent, as well as pre- 
ſent —“ as the ſervants of Chriſt,” who always 
ſees what we are doing“ in ſingleneſs of heart” 
—thatis ſincerely and conſcientiouſly “ tearing 
God,” and © doing his will from the heart; 
— always remembering, that.he fearcheth our 
hearts, and knoweth our inward thoughts, and 
moſt ſecret deſigns, as well as our outward ac- 
tions; and that he will reward, or puniſh, us, 
according as they are good, or bad, in his ſight. 
Whatſocver therefore we do, in the ſervice of 
our maſters and miſtrefles, we are to do it 
« heartily,” and“ with a good-will,” as unto 
God, and unto Chriſt — to whom we are ac- 
countable for our behaviour, in this, as well as 
in every other part of our duty towards man. 
The ſame direction that David gave his ſon So- 
: lomon 
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lomon for the ſervice of God, will hold good fo 
the ſervice of our earthly maſters—* Serve 
him,” ſays he, © with a perfect heart, and with 
a willing mind,” — The truth 1s, that without a 
willing diſpoſition, and a ſincere deſire of doing 
our duty, nothing can be done as it ought, A 
good- will is the great ſpring of action. A ready 
and cheerful mind is the great ſupport of it. It 
gives vigour to our faculties, quickens our dili- 
gence, and enables us to overcome many diffi- 
culties. It makes the diſcharge of our duty both 
ealy and pleaſant to us. In ſervice, as well as 
in every other ſituation of life, the beſt rule we 
can go by is what St. Paul lays down for the 
giving of alms; to act “ not grudgingly, or of 
neceflity”—and for the ſame reaſon he men- 
tions © for God,” ſays he, © loveth a cheerful 
giver.” So we may ſay no leſs truly; God 
loveth a ſervant, who does his duty cheerfully, 
and wiliingly.— And we may add, he will reward 
him accordingly. For ſo the apoſtle goes on 
in the text; © knowing,” ſays he, that whatſo- 
ever good thing any man doth, the ſame ſhall 
he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or 
free.” God, who is“ no reſpecter of perſons,” 
will moſt aſſuredly reward every man, without 
diſtinction, according to his deeds. — Our ſta- 
tions and allotments in zhz5 life are indeed very 
different, and the good things of it (as they are 
called) are unequally diſtributed. But the trea- 
ſures of the next, the riches and bleſſings of 
heaven, are open to all alike: - with regard to 
them, it matters not what our condition is here 
in this world ;—if we do but our duty in that 
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ſtate of life to which God has called us, we are 
ſure of being happy hereafter, beyond all we can 
hope or conceive, to all eternity. Whether high 
or low, rich or poor, © bond or free,” it makes 
no difference. We are all alike under God's 
notice ; all equally accountable to him for our 
a ions and behaviour; and all equally ſure of 
being rewarded by him for our good conduct, 
or puniſhed for our bad. The good and faithful 
ſcrvant, who acts from a religious principle, and 
with a willing mind; who ſerves his maſter 
honeſtly, and diligently ; doing his duty to the 
beſt of his knowledge and ability; will gene- 
rally find his account, and be rewarded, in this 
world. But be that as it may, he is certain 
that his ſervices will not be forgotten or unre- 
waided in the next: where he will © enter into 


th. joy of his Lord,” and partake of it for ever 
ard ever. 


—_ 


ADMONITION XVI. 


Tirus 11. 9 and 10. 


Exluri ſervants to be obedient unto their ozon mA 
ters, and to pleaſe them well in all things: not 
anſwering again; no! purloining; but ſhewing 
all gocd fidelity: that they may adorn the doc- 
trine of God our Savicur in all things. 


AVING conſidered the duty of ſervants 
in general, we will now take a view of 
the ſeveral branches of it in particular. And 
for this p:.rpſe we cannot have a better guide 
than the cxhortation of the Apoſtle in the text; 


which 
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which ſhews vs both what is to be done, and 
what is to be avoided. In the firſt place, ſer- 
vants are * to be obedient unto their own maſ- 
ters, — and of courſe to their miſtreſſes; the 
ſame obligation biading them to one, as to the 
other: fo that when one only is named, we are 
to underſtand, and apply the direction to, both. 
Now he very no. ion of ſervitude implies obe- 
dicnce. It is the maſter's part, to command; 
the ſcrvant's, to oby Tou muſt always do 
what your inaſter or miſtreſs bids you. You 
muſt not diſpute their orders, becauſe you fancy 
them unreaſonabli, or hard to comply with; but 
you mutt ende avour to execute them in tac belt 
manner you can. When tney tell you to do a 
thing ene way, you mutt not attempt to do it 
another ; becauſe perhaps you think it eaſier or 
quicker. No, they are much better judges than 
you, and they are the only proper judges how 
to have their own buſineſs done, It is your 
duty to do it as they direct; without murmur- 
ing, or diſputing. You ſhoulc obey them wil- 
lingly, Wa yz and cheerfully; uſing your Leſt 
endeavours (as the text directs) “ to pleaſe hem 
well in all things.” You ſhould not be content 
with barely following orders; with doing juſt 
what 1s required of you, and no more. You 
ſhu,uld be careful to do every thing in the beſt 
manner, and with the greateſt diſpacch. in your 
power; to thew that you take a pleaſure in 
obliging thoſe, whom you are bund to ferve. 
For this end you ſhouid not always wait for re- 
ceiving their orders; but endeavour to be before- 

band with them, in doing what you think will 
C 6 pleaſe 
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Pleaſe them. A free and voluntary ſervice is 
doubly pleaſing and acceptable. To do what 
we are commanded, is an act of ſtrict duty, as 


paying a debt is of ſtrict juſtice. But to do a 


piece of ſerviceof our own accord, without being 
bid, is like a free gift, and will be valued ac- 
cordin. y But don't miſtake me. Though I 
compare it to a free gift, it is ſtill our duty to 
pleaſe, as well as to obey : as it is, in like man- 
ner, our duty to be generous, as well as juſt. 
And if you have but a deſire and inclination, 
you will never want opportunities of pleaſing 
thoſe you ſerve. Let it be your conſtant ſtudy 
and delight ſo to do. The text now informs 
us, what we are not to do —“ not anſwering 
again—not purloining.” To anſwer again, 
ſignifies, to contradict, to argue, or diſpute, a 
point with a maſter or miſtreſs or to give them 
pert and ſaucy anſwers. Theſe are great faults, 
Eontrary to all the rules of good manners, con- 
trary to the duty of ſervants; which I charge 
you to avoid. When you are ſpoken to, the 
leſs you ſay, the better. Receive your orders 
filently and ſubmiſſively. When you are told 
of your faults, make no reply, except to ſay, you 
are ſorry for having offended, and that you will 
do ſo no more. And be ſure to do as you pro- 
miſe. It is by actions, not by words, that you 
muſt ſhew your ſorrow, and your amendment, 
After, not anſwering again,” follows, not 
purloining.” By © purloining,”” is meant every 
fort of theft, or diſhoneſty; which is not only 
a breach of duty, but a moſt abominable ſin; 


every kind and degree of which you muſt hap 
— 


＋— —B— — — — — 


— 


5 


© RR oO OO——_ — — — ð — 


828 


( 61 ) 
clear of, as you value your character, your lifes 
or your ſalvation. In this, as in other fins, /ztle 
offences lead to great ones; and he that beging 
with cheating and pilfering, will in time proceed 
to the higher crimes of theft and robbery, and 
molt likely end his life at the gallows. Beware, 
therefore, I intreat you, of the firſt beginnings 
of this ſin. Never take what belongs to another, 
be the thing ever ſo ſmall or trifling. And par- 
ticularly, never meddle with what belongs to 
your maſter or miſtreſs ; for this is a do: ublg 
crime; a breach of truſt, as well as diſhoneſty. 
For you are required not only to ſerve and obey 
them, but (as the text goes on to inſtruct us) 
to ſhew them & all good fidelity. that ĩs, to be 
ſtrictly faithful to them in the management of 
all their concerns to make /beir intereſt your 
oor — in ſhort, to do by them, as you would they 
ſhould do unto you, were you in their place, and 
they in your's. —This takes in a large compaſs 
of duty, and compleats the character of a good 
ſervant. Be faithful to thein, therefore, in every 
thing—to their property, by making no waſte, 
and improving every thing to the utmoſt of your 
power—and to their good name and reputation, 
by always ſpeaking handſomely of them, and 
taking their part, if at any time you hear them 
flandered or abuſed. And as you are to ferve 
them faithfully and obediently yourſelves, fo 
you are to uſe your beſt perſuaſions, and en- 
deavours, to make your fellow-ſervants do tne 
ſame. 
The text concludes with a motive, or en- 
———— to ſervants, for their general good 
viours 
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behaviour: © that they may adorn the doctrine 
of God our Saviour in all things“ that is, that 
by doing their duty in that ſtate of life to which 
they are called, they may be an ornament to 
their profeſſion, and do credit to the religion 
which teaches it.—But of this more in my next. 


ADMONITION XVIL 


Trrus ii. 10.—latter part. 


That they may adorn the doctrine of Gd 
08 Saviour in all things. 


T* Apoſtle having laid down ſeveral ex- 
cellent rules and directions to ſcrvants for 
the due diſcharge of their duty, enforces the ob- 
ſervance of them from this powerful conſidera- 
tion; that they may adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all things.” By © the doctrine 
of God our Saviour,“ we are to underſtand the 
religion of Chriſt: and whoever lives ſuitably 
to that religion, and regulates his life and be- 
havicur by its holy laws and precepts, 1s ſaid to 
« acorn” it; that is, to bring credit to it, or to 
be an ornament to his profeſſion — a ſhinin 
light, whereby others may be directed and led 
to follow his good example. And this is in the 
power of every Chriſtian, without exception. 
Let his ſtation in life be what it will, if he lives 
agreeably to it, and conſcientiouſly performs the 
duties it requires, he may be ſaid to adern the 
doctrine or religion he profeſſes: as, on the 
other hand, whoever lives unſuitably to his pro- 
feſſion, whatever outward ornaments he may be 
diſtinguiſhed 
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diſtinguiſhed by, is a ſhame and diſgrace to it; 
bringing a reproach, and ſcandal, on that holy 
name by which he is called. By © breaking the 
law,” he is ſaid to © Jiſhonour God.“ So that 
it is not our rank or ſituation in life, but our 
good or bad behaviour in that ſituation, which 
is properly an ornament or diſgrace to us. By 
doing our duty, we may adorn the lotoęſt; by 
tranſgreſſing it, we may diſgrace the higbeſt. 
And this ſurely ſhould be a great encourage- 
ment to ſervants to be active, and diligent, and 
faithful, in the diſcharge of their duty; as well 
as a great comfort to them, when they conſider 
that they are thereby adorning the religion in 
which that duty is taught ; that they bring cre- 
dit, not o themſelves only, but to their holy 
profeſſion likewiſe ; that by ſerving their earthly 
maſters faithfully, they are doing an acceptable 
ſervice to their maſter in heaven: that by pro- 
moting the intereit of one, they are ſerving the 
cauſe of the other. Think, therefore, my good 
children, how much depends on your behaviour, 
and what you have to anſwer for, when you go 
into ſervice : not only your own credit and re- 
putation, but alſo that of the religion you have 
been brought up, and fo carefully inſtructed, in, 
which you will either recommend and pro- 
mote by your good example, or diſgrace and 
diſparage by your bad one. And be not aſnamed 
of your condition, as if it were mean and diſ- 
graceful. There is nothing mean but vice and 
fin; nothing ſhameſul but wickedneſs and diſ- 
obedience. A bad ſervant is indeed a ſcandal 


to his profeſſion, and a peſt of ſociety: a good- 
a | | one 
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dne is an ornament of the one, and a valuable 
member of the other. Look into your bible, 
and there you will fee what is the true ornament 
of a Chriſtian : not cut π⅛ard ſhow and finery, 
but that of © a meek and quiet fpirit;” which, 
we are told, © is in the fight of God of great 
price;” and which is, in a peculiar manner, the 
diſtinguiſhing mark and character of a good ſer- 
vant. Our bleſſed Maſter, who, though he was 
Lord of all, took upon him the form of a ſer- 
vant,” that we might follow the example of his 
great humility, left this admirable leflon to all 
his diſciples: © Learn. of me,” ſaye he; © for I 
am meek and lowly in heart.” And if us, 
though he was the Son of God © Jearned,” and 
practiſ d, © obedience” to man; furely we are 
doubly bound to obey thuſe who are ſet over us, 
and to ſerve them truly and faithfully, as we are 
the ſervants of Chriſt, 

Before I have done, I muſt, deſire your parti- 
cular attention to the laſt words of the text— 
* i all things; which imply, that our obedience 
to the commands of God, in whatever ſtation we 
are, mult be gexere!, and univerfal. If we would 
_ adorn our profe ſſion, we muſt conform ourſelves 
to it in all thingi: our whole life and converſa- 
tion muſt be © ſuch as becometh the goſpel of 
Ch:ift.” We muſt uſe our beſt endeavours to 
improve, and excel, in every part of our duty 
that, as St. James expreſſes | it, we © fnay be 
fect and intire, wanting nothing.” For * we 
negle& any duty, or indulge ourſelves in the 
practice of any vice or fin, we are a diigrace to 
our holy religion, and deſerve not the name of 

Chriſtians. 
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Chriſtians. God, of his infinite merey and good- 
neſs, has indeed offered © ſalvation unto all men“ 
through Chriſt Jeſus; but it is upon this expreſs 
condition, that” © denying,” or renouncing, all 
«© ungodlineſs and wordly luſts, we ſhould live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent 
world ;”” or, in the words of the text, that we 
ſhould «adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour 
in all things ;”—always remembering, that the 
ſame divige Perſon who once came from heaven 
to ſave the world, will hereafter come to judge 
it; to call every one of us to account for our 
behaviour, and to reward or puniſh us according 
to our deeds. And God grant that this conſi- 
deration may have its due weight and influence 
on us all! that in whatever ſtation of life his 
providence ſhall place us, we may do the duties 
of that ſtation faithfully. and conſcientiouſly ;— 
not murmuring or repining, but content and 
thankful to the Giver of all goodneſs ;—keep- 
ing conftantly in view © the end of our faith,“ 
and obedience ; even the SALVATION OF OUR 
souls.“ 


— 
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ADMONITION XVIII. 
1 TiMOTHY vi. 6. | 


Gadlineſs with contentment is great gain. 


Tu deſire of gain is common to moſt 
people; and if properly directed, and 
kept within due bounds, it ſerves as a ſpur to 
induſtry, and ought not to be diſcouraged. But 
let me aſk, ¶ hat is gain? and how is it to be 
acquired ? 
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acquired? Does it conſiſt merely in wealth, and 
what are called the good things of this life? 
No ; theſe are but a ſmall portion of it; of in- 
ferior value, and of very uncertain tenure; and 
ſhould therefore be but the ſecondary objects 
of our purſuit. In order to judge rightly, and 
act properly, in this bu$neſs, let us conſult the 
word of God. © WIS DOM,“ ſays Solomon (by 
which he always means religion, or godlineſs) 
*15 the principal thing, therefore GET wisDoM ; 
and with all thy getting ET UNDERSTAND= 
ING.” And the apoſtle, in the text, tells us, 
that * godlineſs with contentment is great 
gain.” YJ/ithout it, all the riches in the 
world could give us no real comfort or happi- 
neſs; and with it, we cannot fail to be happy 
even in theloweſt and pooreſt condition. The 
merchandiſe of it is better than the merchandiſe 
of ſilver, and the gain thereof than fine gold.” 
It is a “pearl of great price;” a treaſure of ineſ- 
timable value; which we may all obtain if we 
pleaſe. We cannot all be rich, or great : but 
we may all be godly: we may all be con- 
rented. — Let us conſider the text a little 
more particularly : it will afford us much mat- 
ter of uſeful i ſtruction. 

The word godlineſs,“ ſignifies properly the 
ſame as piety, or a right diſpoſition of the heart 
towards God. But we may look upon it here 
as including the h’ of our duty, which indeed 
naturally flow: tom a truly pious heart. For 
whoever fincercly loves God, will love his 
brother alſo ; and will endeavour to ſerve and 
picaſe God by a general obedience to all his 

. commandments, 


6 

commandments. Now one great part of our 
duty, is contentment ; ſo that there can be no 
true godlineſs without it. The apoſtle there - 
fore joins them together, and recommends them 
under the notion of «great gain“ or profit: as he 
ſays in another part of the ſame epiſtle, that 
« godlineſs is profitable unto all things''—it is 
the greateſt gain we can be poſſeſſed of —* hav- 
ing“ (as he goes on to inform us) © promiſe of 
the life that now is, and of that which is to 
come.” The advantages attending it in this life 
are many and great. Generally, health of budy 
and always, peace of mind. A good name, 
which, Solomon fays, © is rather to be choſen 
than great riches;” and oftentimes a good ſhare 
of wealth beſides. And in the next life the 
gain is certain, and unſpeakably great. To 
him that ſoweth righteouſneſs ſhall be a suRs 
REWARD,” 

Again: as godlineſs, in general, is repre- 
ſented by the apoſtle as ſo gainful and benefi- 
cial to us; ſo that particular part of it, © con- 
rentment,” as he plainly intimates, contributes 
not a little to the profits attending it. A good 
man” {wha muſt be a contented man) * 1s ſa- 
tisfied from himſelf.” He has a ſource of com- 
fort within him, independent of fortune, and of 
all outward accidents or circumitances, that ne- 
ver fails him. His wants are few, and they are 
eaſily ſupplied. His deſires are moderate, and 
they are ſoon fatisfied. He wiſely conſiders 
that as he © brought nothing into this world, 
it is certain he can carry nothing out.“ Hav- 
ing food and raiment, he is therewith content; 

thankful, 
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thankful, and happy. A ſtranger to the cares 
of covetouſneſs, the pangs of ambition, and the 
tortures of envy ; he enjoys what he has, nor is 
eagerly ſolicitous for more. Ever truſting in 
the gracious provide nee and love of Him, who 
has promiſed that he will never leave, or forſake, 
his faithful ſervants. 

You lee, then, what is the true intereſt of man; 
the © GREAT GAIN,” which he ought always to 
have in view, and to purſue with his utmoſt care 
and diligenee. You may obſerve, too, how St. 
Paul, in imitation of his bleſſed Maſter, takes 
every opportunity of pointing it out to us, and 
of exhorting us to “follow after godlineſs; and, 
after his own example, © in whatſoever ſtate we 
are, therewith to be content.” But you are 
not to ſuppoſe that either our Saviour, or his 
apoſtle, forbids a moderate attention to what we 
call our worldly intereſt, or a well- regulated pur- 
(uit of worldly gain. Seck ye firſt the kingdom 
of God and his righteouſneſs, plainly directs 
us to make religion, and the bleſſings of heaven, 
our principal care and concern; bur as plainly 
allows us, in a ſecond and ſubordinate view, to 
attend to the good things of this life. Labour 
and induſtry in our worldly callings are not only 
permitted, but enjoined, us. He that neglects 
to © provide for his own houſhold, or tar ily, 
is, in St. Paul's judgment, © worſe than an in- 
fidel. We are diiected to be © content with 
food and raiment;”” that is, with the bare ne- 
ceſſaries of life; but we are not forbid to uſe 
our honeſt endeavours to obtain the coinforts 


and conveniences of it, In a word, we are al- 
lowed 
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lowed to u/e this world, and the good things of 
it, ſoas we do not abuſe them: remembering al- 
ways, that our true and laſting treaſure is in 


heaven. And where our treaſure is, there may 
our hearts be alſo. 


* 


* _—_ r EY 


_— — 


ADMONITION XIX. 
REVELATION Xxi. 8—latter part. 


ALL LiARS Hall have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimſlone : which is the 
ſecond deatb. b 


Evrar ſin is an offence againſt God, and 

expoſes the ſinner to his anger and pu- 
niſnment. But there are ſome ſins particularly 
hateful to him, and which will be puniſhed by 
him with more than ordinary ſeverity. Of this 
ſort is lying. It is a fn above all others vile 
and abominable, as it proceeds from a moſt 
wicked and corrupt heart, and is in a particular 
manner the work of the Devil, who is called “ a 
liar, and the father of lies.“ And accordingly 
we find it in ſcripture ſpoken of in the ſtrongeſt 
terms of deteſtation; and all liars ranked 
with the very worſt fort of ſinners, and ſubjected 
to the ſevereſt wrath and vengeance of God. 
„Lying lips,” ſays Solomon, © are abomina- 
tion to the Lord.” And in the text you may 
obſerve, liars are joined with ©* murderers, and 
whoremongers, and ſorcerers, and idolaters, 
and are doomed to partake of their puniſhment 
in the world to come. And again, in the fame 
chapter ver. 27, it is Written; © There ſhall 
S in 
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in no wiſe enter into ir” (that is, into heaven) 
« any thing that defileth, neither whatſoever 
worketh abomination, or MAKETH A LIE.” And 
again, Ch. xxii. 15, © Without,” (that is, in 
hell) “are dogs, and ſorcerers, and whore- 
mongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and 
whoſoever loveth and maketh a lie.” It is ob- 
ſervable that liars and murderers are here put 
together, foraſmuch as lying and murder are 
two of the moſt heinous fins, and as they both 
2 from the devil, and make men reſemble 

im, more perhaps than any other ſins whatever. 
For the devil (as our Saviour tells us)“ was 
a murderer from the beginning,” as well as 
© a liar; as he by his lies cauſed our firſt pa- 
rents to commit that ſin, which brought death 
upon them and their poſterity. So that as he 
was the father of lies, he was, properly ſpcak- 
ing, the author of death, or the murderer of 
mankind. And whoever follows him in his 
wicked practices, and particularly in this worlt 
of wickedneſs, lying; will moſt aſſuredly ſhare 
with him in his puniſhment, and will have that 
dreadful ſentence pronounced on him at the 
day of judgment; Depart from me, ye curſed, 
into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and 
his angels''— which is what is called in the text 
ce the ſecond death and is always ſpoken of in 
ſcripture as a ſtate of continval torment, and of 
extreme and endleſs miſery, But it is not in the 
next world only that lars are puniſhed, They 
commonly, if not always, ſuffer ieverely in this. 
Ly ing is above all other fins hateful to man, as well 
as to God. Other offenders often meet with Pity, 
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and ſometimes with favour more than they de- 
ſerve; bur liars are hated by every body with- 
out diſtinction, and ſhunned as the vileſt of 
wretches, and the peſts of ſociety. Hear what 
the Pſalmiſt ſays of them. © I hate and abhor 
lying. He that worketh deceit, ſhall not dwell 
within my houſe: he that telleth lies, ſhall not 
tarry in my fight.” And the reaſon of it is 
plain. For lying ſhews a moſt wicked and de- 
praved heart, a mean and baſe ſpirit, a diſpoli- 
tion toall manner of fraud and iniquity.— Other 
ſinners may have ſome good qualities to recom- 
mend them: a liar has none. Againſt other 
bad perſons we may be upon our guard: but 
one is never ſafe with a liar, His © throat is an 
open ſepulchre : the poiſon of aſps is under his 
lips.” And he ſpreads his poiſon far and wide, 
wherever he goes. His delight is to do miſchief, 
to deſtroy characters, and to breed quarrels and 
diſſenſions. No wonder then that ſo baſe and 
wicked a creature ſhould be deſpiſed and ab- 
horred by every body; and that the name of 
liar ſhoukl be reckoned thegreateſt mark of in- 
famy and reproach that any perſon can bear, 

And now, my good children, think only (God 
forbid you ſhould ever know) what a lite a liar 
mult lead, and what he mult feel—miſtruſted ; 
never believed, not even if he ſpeaks truth; 
deſpiſed, ſcorned, hated, by all mankind. Al- 
ways in danger, always in fear, of being found 
out, and meeting with the due reward of his 
wickedneſs. No friend to help or comfort him 
in his diſtreſs; and the pangs of a guilty con- 
ſcience continually tormenting him — till at laſt 


death 
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Heath delivers him over to the heavieſt and ſe- 
vereſt puniſhments of the world to come. 

© Wherefore,” to uſe the words of the 
Apoſtle, © putting away lying, ſpeak every man 
truth with his neighbour” —that is, with every 
body—for we are all neighbours, in the ſcrip- 
ture language, and all of us © members one of 
another,” Speak the truth at all times, without 
any mixture of deceit or reſerve. If you have 
committed a fault at any time, don't conceal or 
deny it; becauſe that is committing a ſtill greater, 
and adding fin to fin. But own it; acknow- 
ledge it; aſk pardon for it; and reſolve never 
to do ſo again. This is the ſure way, and the 
only way, to be forgiven, both by God and man. 
And I charge you, above all things, never to lay 
your own fault upon another, who is innocent; 
for that isa double lie, and a great injury, added 
to lying. But then take notice, on the other 
hand, that you muſt not tell a lie to ſcreen any 
body that is in fault, or to ſave him from puniſh- 
ment for this is a falſe good- nature; and ly- 
ing is always a fault, and a fin, whatever may be 
the end propoſed by it. In this, as in every 
other caſe, there is one ſure rule to go by; we 
muſt not © do evil that good may come.” We 
muſt not endeavour to ſcreen, or ſerve any body 
at the expence of truth, 

Laſtly; every kind of deceit whatſoever, 
whether by word or action, partakes of the nature 
and guilt of lying, and will be puniſhed accord- 
ingly. As murderers and lars are ;-ined toge- 
ther in {cripture, ſo are bloody and deceitful 
men. Thou ſhalt deſtroy them that ſpeak 
leaſing” (that is, liars) “ the Lord will * 
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the bloody and deceitful man,” Pſalm v. 6— 
and again, lv. 23.— But while theſe, and all 
other wicked perſons, © ſhall be turned into 
hell;” let us remember for our comfort that 
whoſoever © walketh uprightly,” or lives a good 
and honeſt life, and ſpeaketh the truth from his 
heart ; that backbiteth not wich his tongue, nor 
doeth evil to his neighbour ;”” he © ſhall abide in 
the tabernacle of the Lord, and dwcll in his 
holy hill,” that is, in heaven, for ever and ever, 


ADMONITION XX. 


Exvpus xxiii. 2—former part. 
Thou ſoalt not fellow a multitude to do evil. 


EWARE OF BAD EXAMPLES.—You are now 
young; and, I truſt, as to any great of- 
fences, innocent. But you vill ſoon enter into 
a wicked world, where you will meet with a 
multitude of evil-doers : who, not content with 
being wicked themſelves, will endeavour to 
draw in others, to be their compamons in fin. 
They will take advantage of your ignorance and 
inexperience; will laugh at you, perhaps, for 
being good and virtuous ; and ule all their arts 
and perſuaſions to make you as bad as them- 
ſelves. Therefore, I ſay unto you again, :- 
WARE. [In your bible you will find many ear- 
neſt and powerful warnings to this purpoſe. 
Let me beg of you to give them the attention 
they deſerve, and to treaſure them up in your 
minds—** My ſon,” fays Solomon, © if fin- 
g D ners 
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ners entice thee, conſent thou not. Enter not 
into the path of the wicked, and go not in the 
way of evil men. Avoid it, paſs not by it; turn 
from it, and paſs away.” For © the words of 
the wicked are to lie in wait for blood; and 
their “ counſels are deceit.” So again, in the 
New Teſtament “ Be not deceived,” ſays St. 


Paul: © evil communications corrupt 


manners.” And St. Peter: “Beware leſt ye 
alſo, being led away with the error of the wicked, 
fall from your own ſtedfaſtneſs.“ 

To anſwer the gracious end and deſign of 
God in theſe cautions and admonitions, was 
our firſt view and purpoſe in ſetting up theſe 
Sunday-ſchools. It was to keep you out of 
bad ways, and from following bad examples ; 
as our next was, to train you up in the right 
way, in the paths of religion and virtue. And 
as there is no day when more bad examples are 
to be found, and more evil going forward than 
on Sunday; perhaps none, that is ſpent fo idly 
and ſhamefully by the wicked ; we thought it 
the firſt ſtep to be taken to bring you, on that 
facred day, into this place of inſtruction, and to 
ſee you go regularly to church to ſee you “ go 
with the multitude,” not of evil-doers, but of 
ſuch as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of, who go © to the 
houſe of God, with the voice of joy and praiſe,” 
to keep his day holy. So far we have the plea- 
ſure to think we have done our duty, and you 
your's. But it will ſignify little, that you ſpend 


Sunday well, unlefs you ſpend the whole week 


well likewiſe. The good inſtructions you re- 
; ceive 
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ecive on this day are deſigned to regulate your | 


conduct every day: for every day in the week 
has its proper buſineſs and employment belong- 
ing to it, as well as Sunday. © Six days ſhalt 
thou labour and do all thy work — which it is 
as much your duty to do, faithfully and dili- 
gently, as it is to keep holy the ſeventh. And 
as you are commanded on all days alike, to do 
what is right and good, fo are you forbid to do 
what is wrong and evil. The warning, or pro- 
hibition, in the text belongs to every day; to 
every hour and minute of the day. It ſhould 
never be out of our thoughts. For there is al- 


ways, and ever will be, a multitude of evil-doers ; 


and we are always in danger of being led away 
by them. You muſt therefore be always upon 
your guard. Watch and pray, that ye enter not 
into temptation,” When you ſay the Lord's 
prayer, in particular (which I hope you do, ſeri- 
ouſly and devoutly, every day of your lives) you 
ſhould earneſtly beſeech God to © deliver you 
from evil;””—that is, not only from the devil, 
who is called the evil one, as he is the author and 
promoter of all wickedneſs ; but alſo from evil 
men, who are his children and inſtruments ; that 
you may not follow, or be led aſtray by, them. 
And to yaur prayers you muſtinthis,as in every 
other caſe, join your own hearty endeavours, and 
uſe all your care and watchfulneſs, for the ſame 
purpoſe. Avoid all bad people as much as you 
can. If they follow you, turn away: ſhun them 
as you would a plague or peſtilence. Have 
ao fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of * 
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neſs; that is, with the workers of wickedneſs. 
Flave 1:0 farnilierity, no intim cy, with them. 
If you have, depend on it you will catch their 
wicked ways, aud be ruined, It was a wiſe and 
noble reſotution of David, that he * would not 
know a wicked perſon.” The meaning is, that 
he would ſkew them no countenance or favour; 
would not fuſfer ſuch to * dwell within his 
houſe,”* or even to © tarry in his ſight.” — My 
good children, as you advance in life, you mult 
expect to weet with mary wicked perſons: but 
when you know them to be fo, have nothing to 
fay, cr to do with them; leſt you add to "the 
multitude of evil docrs. You are warned of your 
danger betimes. Thank Gcd that you are fo, 
and make a right uſe of the warning. Bclieve 
me, it will be no excuſe for you in the day of 
judiyment, to ſay that the number of ſinners was 
great, and that you did only as others did, 
Remember, the text is plain and poſitive;—no 
words can be plainer - * Thou ſhalt not follow 
a multitude to do evil.” The number of ſinners 
can never alter the nature of fin, or ſcreen the 
ſinner from the wrath and puniſhment of God. 
As, on the contrary, the way of holineſs will no 
leſs ſurely lead to his favour, and to eternal 
happincſs, however © few there may be that 
find it.” Be ye therefore followers of them, 
who through faith, and well doing, ſhall “ in- 
herit the promiſes:” knowing, that whoever 
you follow in this world, the fame you mult 
follow in the world to come: cither the wicked 
« into everlaſting puniſhment” or © the righ- 
tcous into life eternal,” 
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ADMONITION XXL 
IIanREWSs Xxlil. 16. 


To ao prod, and to communicate, ferget not: for 
with ſuch ſacrifices Gd is well picaſed, 


MoxnG the Jews, ſacrifices made a great 
part of their religious worſhip. God 
Almighty ordained them for wiſe and o pur- 
poles; partly, as a token of their ſohjection 
and obligation to Him, as their ſugrete Lord 
and law-giver ; but (a it i» generally {uppofed) 
principally, to lead their tionghts, and direct 
their faith, towards che great licorice, that was 
one day to be offered for all mankind. Since 
the offeringof this all- ſufficient ſacrifice of Carit 
on the croſs, others Have entirely ceaſed: except 
only the figurative ſucriſice oi an hol and good 
life, which was ala; 7 and ever will be, of! high 
value in the [thr of God. Even under the 
uw he declared that © obedichce-as better 

tian ſacrifice ;” and that he deſired “ mercy,” 
ancl the knowledge of God (that is, the pra ical 
knowledge of him, or obedience to his will) 
© more than burnt ofterinos.” Under the Gol- 
pel, as I ſaid, that is the only ſacrifice required: 
and it is abſolutely and indiſpenſabiy required; 
both as an evidence of our gracicude to God, 
and as the condition of our reaping the benefit 
of tlie ſa rifice of our bicik.! {Redeemer, © I 
bel-cca yo! therefore, brethren,” (lays St. Paul) 
« by the mercies ot G, chat ye preſent your 
D 3 bodies 


1 
bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reaſonable ſervice,“ and in 
like manner, in the text; To do good, and 
to communicate, forget not: for with ſuch ſa- 
crifices God is well pleaſed.” 

But you will ſay perhaps, How does this 
precept concern you ?— how can you do good 
in your lc ſtation of life? or what have you to 
ſpare to give to others, who have fo little of 
your cn, and are obliged to work for your daily 
bread? -I hope to ſhew you very plainly, that 
you have it in your power to do much good 
and if ycu have, it certainly is your duty to do 
it, I hope too to convince you, that you may 
have opportunities of communicating, or parting 
with, ſomething to others more needy than 
yourſelves, and when you have, you certainly 
ought to lay hold on them. 

In the firſt place, I would have you obſerve, 
that every good perſon, whatever his ſtation may 
be, is an uſeful member of ſociety, and there- 
fore does good to it. In the body of Chriſtians, 
as in the natural body, every member, from the 
higheſt to the loweſt, has his proper office aſ- 
ſigned him; which if he fills, and diſcharges 
the duties of it, as he ought, ke in ſome fort 
contributes to the good of the whole. Beſides, 
he does good by his example. lt is an old and 
a true remark, that example is more powerful 
than precept: ſo apt are we to catch the man- 
ners of thoſe we keep company with. As a 
wicked man has more to anſwer for than his 
own fins, by the influence of his bad example 
On 
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on others: ſo a good one has the pleaſure to 
reflect, that beſides his own virtues, he has been 
the happy inſtrument of raiſing, or forwarding, 
the like good feeds among his neighbours. 
There is a very ftrong and beautiful expreſſion 
to this purpoſe in the epiſtle to the Hebrews ; 
where the apoſtle exhorts them to provoke unto 
love, and to good works” that 1s, to ſtir up, to 
excite, to cauſe a ſort of contention and emu- 
lation, one with another, in the diſcharge of 

kindand good offices. — Thus much in general. 
But to be more particular. Tou may all of 
you do good to your parents, and other relati- 
ons, by working for them, and being of ſervice 
to them in an hundred different ways, too many 
to mention in this place. You may, in like 
manner, do good to your friends and neigh- 
bours, in a variety of inſtances. You may at- 
tend the ſick; aſſiſt the helpleſs; comfort the 
afflicted. Children and young people, by their 
quickneſs and activity, may often be of great uſe 
in helping thoſe that are older; and when they 
| ſhew a ready diſpoſition to be ſo, their ſervices 
are doubly acceptable. The affectionate and 
dutiful attention of a ſon, or daughter, cheers 
the heart of a paren:, and in that reſpe& may 
be ſaid to do him good. Love and kindneſs to 

a brother, or ſiſter, or neighbour, is alwa 
pleaſing, and is often of real benefit. In ſhort, 
if you are really inclined, and deſirous, to do 
good, you will never want opportunities of do- 
ing it. The whole life of our bleſſed Saviour 
was ſo employed. We are told, that he © went 
| D 4 about 
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about doing good ;” and it 1s our duty, and 
ſh-uid be our conſtant endeavour, to fullow his 
example. : 
1 he other part of the direction in the text is, 
At not to forget to communicate,” that is, to 
remember to give, or impart, to others, fome - 
What of our on, Which they may ſtand in necd 
of. And this you may all do, more or leis, how- 
ever ſmall your portion may be of this world's 
goods: for there are ic fo poor, but others are 
poorer. Nor weill your gift, however ſierder, 
be without its value or reward. Remember, 
how highly the widow's two mites were prized 
by our Lord, as it was © all that ſhe had;” and 
ti. ere fore fic was conſidered by him as cailing 
in more than all the rich, who contributed only 
a mall portion out of their abundance. And 
remember what he ſays upon another cccaſion: 
© Whoſcever ſhall give to drink unto one of 
theſe little ones, a cup of cold water only, in 
the name of a diſcipl:; verily I fay unto you, 
he thall in no wie loc his reward.” 
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'ADMONITION XXII. 
P.SALM XXXIX. I. 


J. aid, I will take heed to my ways, that I fin 
not With my tongue. 


A TR.ULY Wile ſaying, and pious reſolution, 
which we ought all of us to fellow, © Set 
a watch, O Lori, bi fore my mouth: keep the 
door of my lips;” was David's prayer, and 
ſhould be our's. For az © in many taings we 
oficnd all;”” ſo there is nonc, perhaps, in which 
we are ſo liable and apt to offend, as in our 
ſpeech, or wich our tongue. The offences of 
it are fo various, and the opportunities of com- 
mitting them ſo frequent, that it requires all our 
care and circumſpectian to guard againft them. 
And happy the man who has ſo far the com- 
mand of himſelf as to keep clear of them. For 
if any man offend nut in word.” ſays the 
apoſtle, © the ſam is a p.rfe& man, and able 
alto to bridle the whole t ody.“ By the maſtery 
of his tongue, he fhews chas he can ſubdue all 
his irre, zular paſſions and appetites; and comes 
as near as may be to the character of perfection, 
or to that of a good and compicat Chriſtian, 

I ſhall point out to you the leveral fins, or 
off-nces of the tongue: and may God give you 
grace to avoid them! 

The firit, and higheſt, of theſe is curſing and 
ſwear ing; a lin of che molt heinous nature, for 
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which there is not the leaſt ſhadow of excuſe. 1 
really want words to deſcribethe exceſſive wick- 
edneſs of it. It is ſetting the Almighty at defi- 
ance ; daring his vengeance ; and offering him 
the groſſeſt inſult. It is, beſides, the greateſt 
breach of charity to our fellow creatures. One 
would think it the fin of devils, rather than of 
men. The tongue of the ſwearer may be truly 
ſaid to be “ ſet on fire of hell.” 

Another offence of the mouth againſt God, is 
the uſing his name careleſsly and inconſider- 
ately in common converſation. This is certain- 
ly inconſiſtent with that reſpect, and reverence, 
which is due to him. Even to ſay, Good God! 
or Oh Lord! or any ſuch expreſſion, 1s wrong 
and diſreſpectful. The ſacred names of God, 
and of Chriſt, ſhould never be uſed but in 
prayer, or on ſome very ſolemn occaſion. 

The next fin of the tongue I ſhall mention, is 
that of ſlandering, or abuſing, our neighbour. 
And, however common the practice, it is always 
ſpoken of in {cripture as a ſin of the deepeſt dye. 
« Whiſperers, and backbiters;” are placed by 
St, Paul among the very worſt of finners— 
« haters of God,” as well as injurious to men. 
And in another black catalogue of wicked per- 
ſons, he ſays expreſsly, that © revilers'” ſhall not 
e inherit the kingdom of God.“ Slandering, 
or ſpreading falſe reports of another, is the worſt 
fort of that abom inable fin of lying; which hav- 
ing treated of in a diſcouric by itſelf, I ſhall ſay 
nothing more of it at preſent: but ſhall rather 
caution you againſt that kind of evil ſpeaking, 

3 which 


(03 } 
which tho? perhaps it keeps within the bounds of 
truth, is ſtill hurtful to our neighbour, and there- 
fore condemned in ſcripture, as a breach of our 
duty to him. Under this head is included all 
uncharitable and cenſoriousdiſcourſe—whatever 
tends to hurt another's reputation, or to give him 
uneaſineſs. Accordingly, St. Paul charges Fitus 
to admoniſh his diſciples, * to ſpeak evil of no 
man” — and again: © to be no brawlers”” that 
is, to uſe no angry, or quarrelſome, language 
which is another offence of the tongue; con- 
trary to all the rules of good manners; deſtruc- 
tive of peace, and good neighbourhood ; and di- 
rectly oppoſite to the ſpirit, and precepts, of our 
holy religion ; which requires us to be © gentle, 
meek, and courteous.” And here let me par- 
ticularly warn you againſt all rude and diſre- 
ſpectful language to your ſuperiors ; eſpecially 
to your parents, and to your maſters and 
miſtreſſes. They are intitled not barely to 
civility, but to your dutiful ſubmiſſion, and 
reſpect. I charge you never to give them 
a pert or faucy anſwer; never to ſhew any 
reſentment at what they ſay to you, but to re- 
ceive their orders, and take their reproofs, ſi- 
lently and quietly, as becomes good children 
and ſervants: always remembering, that if you 


offend againſt your parents, or maſters, on earthy . 


you offend at the ſame time againſt your fa- 
ther, and maſter, who is in heaven. 

Another ſin of the tongue is lewd or indecent 
diſcourſe ; what the apoſtle calls « filthy com- 
munication,” Let no fuch ever come out of 
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your mouth: and if others uſe it, turn away 


from them; for they are moſt dangerous com- 


panions. It is a very great ſin, ard of the worſt 
conſequence ; proceeding from a corrupt and 
wicked heart, and leading to every thing that is 
ſhameſul an“ abominable: to what “ ovght 


not to be named,” much leſs practiſed, among 
Chriſtians. | | 


The laſt offence I ſhall mention is that of - 


vain, idle, or fooliſh talking ; which, we are 
told, is © not convenient, that is, unbecoming, 
unſuitable to the character of a Chriſtian. It is 
certainly a leſs fault than the others J have men- 
tioned. But then obſerve, that, as little faults 
lead to great ones, ſo much fooliſh diſcourſe 
generally ends in what is wicked and criminal. 
It is, at beſt, a great waſte of time, and hin- 
drance of buſineſs: according to a vulgar but 
true ſaying, that great zalkers are littlÞ ders, 
And Solomon tells us, © that in the multitude 
of words there wanteth not ſin.” But what I 
wiſh you chiefly to attend to, and often ſeriouſly 
to think of, is that awful declaration of our 
bleſſed Saviour, with which I ſhall conclude. 
« I fay unto you, that every idle word that men 
ſpeak, they ſhall give account thereof in the 
day of judgment For by thy words thou ſhalt 
be juſtified ; and by thy words thou ſhalt be 
condemned,” 


— 
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ADMO NITION XXII. 
PSALMu cxix. 6. 


Then ſhall I not be aſhamed, when I have ręſpect 
unto all thy commandments. 


HAME is the natural conſequence of fin. 

So it was with our firſt parents. While 
they were innocent, we read that they ** were 
not aſhamed” but no ſooner had they diſobeyed 
the divine command, than ſhame and confuſion 
followed. They were © afraid,” and hid chem- 
ſelves. Now ſhame is always accempanied with 
pain and uneaſineſs. And it is wiſely fo or- 
dered by our good and gracious Creator, in or- 
der to keep us from ſinning: that as we all wiſh 
to avoid pain, we ſhould avoid ſhame wh. ch is 
the cauſe of it; and retrain from fin, as it is the 
cauſe of ſhame. Do you then deſire net to be 
aſhamed? Follow the advice of the holy 
Pſalmiſt Do your duty —obey God in all 
things and © then,“ you may ſay in the words 
of the text, © I ſhall not be aſhamed, when I 
have reſpect unto all thy commandments.” 

My firſt advice to you therefore is © that ye 
ſin not” — that you do nothing to be aſhamed of: 


for there is nothing we ought to be aſhained of 


but fin. However, ſince, notwithſtanding all 


your care and endeavours, you will ſometimes - 


fail in your duty; my next advice is, that when- 
ever 


| 
| 
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ever you do offend, you take ſhame to your- 
ſelves for ſo doing. For ſhame leads to ſorrow, ' 
and ſorrow (if it be ſincere) to amendment. 
There is a godly ſhame, as well as © a godly for- 
row” (as the apoſtle calls it), which “ worketh 
tance.” Be aſhamed therefore of having 
done wrong ; but never be aſhamed of owning 
it. If you confeſs your faults, with ſhame and 
concern, and with a firm reſolution of never 
committing the like again, they will be forgiven 
you. To be without ſhame, or without feeling, 
for one's fins, is a fure ſign of a moſt de- 
praved and hardened h-art. One part of St. 
Paul's deſcription of the moſt abandoned men 
is, that they glory in their ſhame,” —or boaſt 
2 thoſe ſins which they ought to be aſhamed 
O 
But there is a falſe and bad ſhame, too com- 
mon among all, and eſpecially among young 
ople, which I muſt caution you againſt, as be- 
ing deſtructive of all virtue and goodneſs, I 
mean, a ſhame of doing one's duty. Hear what 
our Saviour ſays of it: © Whoſoever ſhall be 
aſhamed of me, and of my words, of him ſhall 
the Son of Man be aſhamed, when he ſhall 
come” to judgment. Think only, what it is, to 
be aſhamed of Chriſt, and to have Chriſt 
aſhamed of you. Surely you muſt be ſhocked 
at the thought of it, and tremble at the conſe- 
quence: to hear him ſay, at that awful day, © 1 
know you not depart from me.” — Now to be 
aſhamed of the words” of Chriſt, is to be 
aſhamed of living according to the laws and 


rules 
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rules of his goſpel: and this is, in fat, being 
aſhamed of Chriſt himſelf, It is diſowning him 
for our Lord and Maſter. For it ſignifies no- 
thing to acknowledge him with our mouths, if 
we deny him by our actions. © If a man love 
me,” ſays he, * he will keep my words:“ which 


no one can do, who is aſhamed of them. This 


falſe ſhame is like that falſe fear, which is con- 
demned and forbidden in ſcripture, as inconſiſ- 
tent with a religious and good life. © The fear 
of man,” ſays Solomon, © bringeth a ſnare.” 
And God himſelf ſays, by the prophet Liatah, 
« Fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be 
ye afraid of their revilings.” In both places are 
meant bad and wicked men, who will laugh at 
the good and upright for their virtue and gad- 
lineſs, and try by their infamous ridicule, and 
reproaches, to make them as bad as themſelves. 
But never, I charge you, be afraid of them, or 
of their revilings. Never be aſhamed of ſerv- 
ing God, and doing your duty. Good men 
will love and eſteem you for it, and God will re- 


ward you. © Them that honour him, he has 


declared that he will honour.” Though you 
may be deſpiſed and ſcoffed at on earth by the 
wicked and profane, you will be honoured in 
heaven before men and angels, and receive * a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away.” This 
world is a ſtate of trial; and bad men are a trial 
to the good. They are a ſnare to us in many 
reſpects; but in none perhaps more, than by en- 
deavouring to give a wrong turn to thoſe prin- 

ciples of ſname and fear, which our Maker has 


implanted 
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implanted in us for the wiſeſt and beſt purpoſes. 
A ſenſe of ſhame was deſigned to kcep us from 
ſin; or, if we have ſinned, to lead us to repent- 
ance. The fear of God was intended to keep 
us from offending him; to make us © hate 
evil, and © have reſpect unto all his com- 
mandments.” Quite contrary to theſe are the 
falſe ſhame and fear, which the wicked wiſh, 
and* endeavour, to inſtil into us: a ſhame of 
doing our duty, and a fear of being laughed at 
for it. But we may reſt aſſured, for our com- 
fort, that Gd, who ſuffers us to be thus tried, 

will carry us ſafe through the trial, if we pray to 
him for his grace and affitancc, and join thereto 
our OWN hearty endeavours. He has warned us 
of our danger, and ſhown us how to eſcape it. 
While we trult in his p»wer and goodneſs, and 
do our beſt to ſerve hin in all holy and godly 
living, we have nothing to fear, and can have 
nothing to be aſhamed of. Let us therefore, 
after the example ot St. Paul, approve our- 
ſelves in all things as the faithful Servants of 
God; © by honour, and diſhonour; by evil re- 
port, and good report.“ — little ſolicitous about 
the treatment we meet with in this world; but 
© looking,” with faith and patience, “ for the 
coming of our Lord Jeſus Chritt,” who ſhall 
« reward every man according to his works.” 
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ADMONITION XXIV. 


To the PAREN TS. 


EPHESIANS vi. 4. 


Bring them up in the nurture and adincnil ion 
of the Lord. 


T HE great uſeſulneſs and neceſſity of a vir- 

tuous and religious education (which the 
apoſtle here enforces) are ſo very apparent, that 
I ihould hope it were needleſs to ſay any thing 
to you 1n proof or confirmation of it. But the 
misfortune is, that the plaineſt truths, though 
ever ſo important, are often ne and 
diſregarded; perhaps merely becauſe they are 
ph:in, Let me however intreat you to conſider, 
ſeriouſly and frequently, how much it is both 
your duty and intereſt, to bring up your chil- 
dren in the ways of godlinels, virtue, and in- 
duſtry; and how much your own happineſs, as 
well as their's, in this life, as well as in the next, 
ill depend uon it. You ſcem indeed to be 
ſenſble of this, by ſending your children to par- 
ta e of the inſtructions of oor ſchool: and ſo 
far you do weil. But alas! all we can do for 
them will ſignity little, unleſs you join your en- 
deavours to our's to © train them up,” and keep 
thern, in the way wherein they ſhould go ;” and 


above all, unleſs you confirm by your example 


what they learn from car precep!s,. Children will 
4 | imitate 


> 
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imitate their parents; and if they ſee at home a 
practice and behaviour quite contrary to what 
they are taught at ſchool, our labour will be loſt, 
and our beſt advice thrown away upon them. 
For their ſakes, therefore, as well as for your 
own, let me beg of you to be particularly cir- 
cumſpect both in your words and actions: to 
refrain from every vicious and bad courſe, and 
to be patterns of whatever is good and praiſe- 
worthy. Watch carefully over their behaviour, 
and when you ſee any thing wrong, check it im- 
mediately, that it may not grow into a bad ha- 
bit. If at any time you obſerve a diſpoſition to 
lying, deceit, or thieving, reprove thein ſharply ; 
and if words will not do, you muſt have re- 
courſe to the rod. But for lefler faults, and 
careleſſneſs, a gentle and mild reproof is to be 
preferred. Hear them ſometimes read ; and 
try, if poſſible, to make them remember what 
they read. Hear them ſay their prayers ; and 
take care that they ſay them ſlowly, deliberately, 
and devoutly : the Lord's prayer particularly fo, 
(See Admonition VII.) And do not forget, I 
intreat you, to add your own prayers to their's, 
and to our's, that 1: would pleaſe God to proſ- 
the work we are engaged in ; to make your 

children good and uſeful members of ſociety ; 
a bleſſing and comfort to their parents and 
friends, 
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ADMONITION XXV. 


To the PARENTS and others. 


1 CoR. v. 8. 
Let us keep the feaſt. 


I is much to be lamented, that the feſtivals 

of the church, which were deſigned to an- 
ſwer the beſt purpoſes, are, by a ſad perverſion 
of them, made to ſerve the worſt. Of theſe 
there is none perhaps ſo groſsly abuſed, or fo 
ſcandalouſly profaned, as that of Chriſtmas. A 
ſeaſon wiſely ſet apart for the commemoration 
of our bleſſed Lord's coming into the world, to 
cc Jeſtroy the works of the Devil,” is by too many 
made the occaſion of promoting them : and 
Car15T, the great pattern and preacher of ho- 
lineſs, is thereby made © the miniſter of ſin.” 
What are commonly called (and would pro- 
perly be ſo called, if rightly obſerved) the 
Chriſtmas holy days, become, by this ſhameful 
abuſe of them, the moſt unholy of all the days 
in the year: being ſpent in ſloth and idleneſs, 
in rioting and drunkenneſs, and in all manner 
of vice and debauchery. When we are called 
upon more particularly to remember our Savi- 
our, and his exceeding great love and mercy to- 
wards us, we ſeem moſt of all to forget him, 
and to forfeit ' all pretenſions to his favour. 
When (as the apoſtle directs, and as our church 


teaches 
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teaches us to pray) e ſhould © put eff the works 
of darkneſs,“ or fin, we run into be“ with 
oreedineſs:” and when we ought, with peculiar 
care and zeal, to © put on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt,” (that is, to adorn ourlelves with every 
Chriſtian grace and virtue) we may be ſaid to 
put him off, and by our conduct to renounce 
our holy profeſſion. Inſtead of obſerving a 
CErificn feſtival, we ſcem to copy after the 
heathenifh rites cf the ancient Romans; who held 
a feaſt at the latter end of December, in which 
they were ailowed to commit all for's of exceſs 
and licentioufreſs. They indeed had iznorance 
to plead, and in ſome ſenſe acted in character, 
as being followers of falſe gods, who were in fact 
the inſtruments of Satan, and conſequently the 
pairoas of n. But we, who worſhip the true 
God, know better, and ere therefore without 
excuſe. We know that by every fin ve com- 
mit, we * blaſpheme that vorthy,” and holy, 
c name by which we are calied.“ Better, I am 
ſure, far bettcr it would be, that there were no 
hotlydiys at all, than that they ſnould be kept in 
ſuch a manner as they are. Better to forget the 
birth of Chriſt altogether, than t) pretend to re- 
zaember it, and at the ſame time to act in direct 
oppoſition to the end and deſign of it. St. Paul, 
warning the E. he ſians ag ainſt the diſorderly and 
vicious people of his days, lays, “ it is a ſhame 
even to ſpeak. of thoſ- taings which are done of 
th.m en ſecret.” Surely 1; 15 a great ſhame to 
fee and hear the -things which are done and 
{poken by the rioters of our time oper iy, and in 

public; 5 
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public; and this at a ſeaſon ſet apart for the ex- 
erciſc of religion and good works. It is ſhock- 
ing it is ſcandalous But let c, my bre- 
thren, * keep the feaſt” (every feſtival of our 
church in general, and this moſt ſacred one of 
Chriſtmas in particular) in a manner ſuitable to 
its nature and ſolemnity. Let us keep it, as the 
apoltle diretts, in © ſincerity and truth,” that is, 
as an holy and religious feaſt; Beſides attend- 
ing the public offices of the church, let us me- 
ditate in private on the great and undeſerved 
bleſſings as at this time derived from heaven, 
and conſider how we may make a right uſe of 
them, and a proper return for them. Let us 
employ our time, and our thoughts (a more de- 
lightful employment there cannot be) in con- 
templating the love of God in ſending his only- 
begatten Son into the world. to live, and to die, 
for us: and the love of Chriſt in coming, and 
giving himſelf a ranſom and ſacrifice for us. 
Let us ſilently admire and adore, as well as ce- 
lebrate in the congregation of the faithful, the 
excceding riches and wonders of his love and 
goodneſs towards us. And let it be our pecu- 
liar ſtudy at this time, as it ſhould be our con- 
ſtant eadeavour at all times, to live as becomes 
the redeemed of the Lord. Kind and god 
offices to one another, always indeed ſeaion.ble, 
are now more particularly fo. - © f God fo 
loved us, we ought allo to love one another ;?? 
and to ſhew our love by our a tions. Our dear 
Redeemer, during his abode on earth, © went 
about 
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about doing good.” Let us follow his exam- 
ple, while we commemorate his birth. 

But, you may ſay perhaps, are our holy- 
days to be paſſed wholly in acts of piety and 
charity? Certainly not. Some time may, and 
ought to, be allowed for the ſocial meeting, the 
cheerful meal,and friendly converſation. Chriſt- 
mas is juſtly accounted a joyful ſeaſon, and 
ought to be kept as ſuch. © Let the righteous” 
= more eſpecially) © be glad and rejoice be- 

re God: let them alfo be merry and joyful.” 
And, believe me, none but the righteous can be 
truly ſo. To conclude: Do your duty to 
God and men; enjoy the company of your 
friends and neighbours ; eat and drink with 
ſtrict temperance and ſobriety ; and then you 
will not fail to have, what I heartily wiſh you, 4 
COMFORTABLE AND AN MAPPY CHRISTMAS. 


FINIS. 
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Let every man ffudy bis Prayers, and read bis Duty in bis Petitions, 
Biznor TayLons 


